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REGISTRATION REPORT. 



To His Ercellenen the Oovemor and Ike Soiiorahle Council: 

Piireuaut to tlie Ian passed at tbe last session of the legisla- 
ture, and appi-oved September 8, 1883, J herewith present the 
registration report of the state of New Uampsbire relative to 
births, marriages, divorces, and dcnths, from April 1, I8S2, to 
Dec. 31, 1883, inclusive. The report properly embraces ft 
period of one year ending March 31, 1883, hut as the law above 
mentioned made tbe olllcial year of this department to corre- 
spond with the calendar year, tbe returns embraced in the period 
between March 31 and December 31 would either have to be 
published separately or nut at all. it was deemed best to add the 
same as an appendix to the report of 1883. 

Owing to the fact that trusty calculations cannot be made, 
eepecially an regards deaths, from the returns of a portion of 
the year, only a brief table has been arranged relating to this 
period. 

Much labor lias been put into this report, which to the casual 
observer might seem to be of but little value, but it must be re- 
membered that it is not wholly fur the present that such a work 
has been undertaken. The value of many of the following 
tables can only be reached and appreciated after a aeries of 
years have elapsed and a similar report issued each year. Then 
the state will be in possession of data relative not only to sick- 
ness and the various causes of death, but to many other factors 
which materialiy affect the people of tbe state. Upon the rec- 
ord of a birth, marriage, or death often rests important testi- 
mony which is essential in a court of law to the securing of a 
Jodgment based upon justice. Tbe want of past records in a 
coDBideration of important cases of to-day is, in may instances, 



STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 



ke«nlT felt. It is with a view of providing Tor §acb exigencies 
as well &9 for saniUrv studies, that a report of tbie character is 
pr«senleil. 

HISTORICAL KRNTION. 

Ab early as 1714 the Province of New Hampshire passed a 
registration law, and from that date down to the present time 
some law upon Ibis subject has existed. The earlier laws were 
complete failures, so far aa any resntts worthy of note were 
seeured. Alxiut thirty-five years ago (lS49),at the instance of 
the New Hampshire Medical Society, a oew law was enacted 
which in many respects was well enough, but it failed to accom- 
plish its intended miasion because the various secretaries of 
Btate, upon whom devolved tfae duty of state registrar, took too 
little interest in the matter to demand of the several town-clerki 
its enforcement. This is the principal reason why we have no 
statistics or records of value in this department for the last 
thirty years. It is true the law was quite defective during Ibis 
period, still no doubt a registration of great value could have 
been obtained. Hon. A. B. Thompson, recognizing tbe worth 
of such records, undertook, after bis election to the office of sec- 
retary of state, to bring about some results tending to secure 
the returns that the law required, and his labors were rewarded 
I to the extent that in ISnO he issued tbe Grst registration report 
' ever published by the state. He altio suggested to the legisla- 
ture some amendments to the law, which were readily passed. 

The legislature of 1881. in tbe law that erected tbe State 
Board of Health, placed the execution of tbe registration law 
in the hands of that board. The two succeeding reports (1881 
and 1882) were issued as a part of tbe report of the State Board 
of Health, the first being very meagre, and tbe next quite exten- 
sively tabulated. Tbe first table given in this report will show 
something of tbe progress made in securing the returns which 
the law contemplates. 

The last legislature (1^8.'1) passed a law quite different from 
any in force, and from which better results are expected. (See 
Appendix.) Letters received from many of the town clerks, and 
inlerriens with them, indicate that tfae law is very generally 
complied with, and that an approximately correct registration is 
being secured under it. 
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The necessity of a record of all births, marriages, and deaths 
that occur within the several towns is growing more and more 
appareut each year, aud it is es|>ecially important, owing lo the 
GEtrele&s maniter in which the rtfcordy of some towns are kept, 
that the state should require accurate returns from all the towns. 
The only records of this kind now available to some of the 
towns themselves are in possession of this department, the town 
record having been lost by lire- Again, without tlie intervention 
of the stale maoy towns would immediately abandon every sys- 
tem of registration, because they have given no attention to its 
importance and have failed to appreciate its value. As an illus- 
tration of this point the |>rosperous town of Hinsdale may be 
cited : After a great deal of correa|>ondenee on the subject, and 
strenuous efforts on the part of the town-clerk, a report for the 
year 1882 was secured, though not till long after it was due. 
The clerk of the town then wrote as follows : 

I. A. Watson: 

Dbar Sir ; I sent you yestortiay Dr. "» roport, mliitli iii.ikos all 

that cati pogsiblr be got tliiB year, so I do nut scti as I liavu anything to 
My on Che blaiiK. I will say to jou that these recorils that I have sent 
to you, and whii:h I have recorded, are the lirsl that have been recorded 
on the books for year*- In this my first year as town-clerk, I hive seen 
Uie importanee of these records. 

Yours tnilj, C. S. FAY. Tomi Clerk. 

The efforts made within the last three or four years have 
brought about a better understanding of the importance of the 
registration of vital statistics, and most of the towns now cheer- 
fully comply with the law. It is safe to predict that under the 
present registration law as efficient reports will be secured as 
are obtained by any state in the Union, 

ON BLANKS. 

For the convenience of physicians a blank card was devised, 
having upon one side an extract from the registration law, show- 
ing the duties of the physician in the case, and upon the other 
the different items upon which the law requires a report. The 
following is the exact size, with the printed matter tbereooi of 
the death and birth cards. 



I 
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iPtate of ^e^ Hampshire. — ^rtif icate of ||irth. 

Date and Place of Births „ 

Name of Child, •Sex, Color, 

Living or Stillborn, No, of Child, ist, id, &*c, 

Names of] 
Parents, 

Color^ Residence^ 

Occupation, 

Birthplace of Father, _ _ _ _ Age^ 

Birthplace of Af other, Age, 

N.H., 



"\ 



i88 . 



M. . 



•Use Initial for 8(>x. Color, &c. 



j|tate of ^e\&^ Hampshire. — Certificate of geatl 



J^ame, 



Place and Date of Death, 



Sex, Color, 



Widowed, J 

Occupation, Place of Birth, 

Disease or Cause of Death, 

Name of Father, 

Idaiden Name of Mother, 

Birthplace of Father, Mother, 

Occupation of Father, 



Single, \ c Years, 

Married, or \ Age, J Months,. 



\ 



Date of Burial, i88 . 

PUue of burial, Cemetery. 



Days, 



Af. 

Underta 



S STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

Under the old law, which required an annual report only from 
the physician, a large blank was in use which was filled out at 
the end of the year, and returned to the town-clerk. In this 
system the great defect was in the fact that the physician made 
out the record at the end of the year from memory alone in many 
instances, and in this way neglected to record many births and 
deaths. The present blank being of the size of a postal card, 
is readily carried in the diarv, and the record can be made out 
at the time it should be. On the opposite page is a copy of the 
burial permit blank now required in all towns of the state. 

The design of all these blanks is to make the entire system of 
registration as simple and as easily accomplished as possible. 

RESULTS SECURED. 

The following is the total number of births, marriages, and 
deaths reported during the year : Births, 6150 ; marriages, 3495 ; 
deaths, 5421. Rate per 1000 for the entire population of the 
state is as follows : Birth rate, 17.72; marriage rate, 10.07; 
death rate, 15.62. 



S S 5- 
= =■ = 3 






1 


5- g! 






s" '■" 








1 


•8 


rt 


Ul 










i 


El 


n- ■; B = 












> 


Ji^v 












1" 


1 :II 




> 








1 ^ 




ft 






f 


I o5 


||^2 


S: 








J 


o 


^Ira 




^ 






1 


C3 


ES ^ 




^' 








w 






s 1 


S 






tn 


■5 p 5 ^ 














* ^ 


S: 


.^1 


1 


^ 1 

S » 


S 5: 

i 1 


% 








CI 


^ "«. ■'^ 


1 s 


S; 




ill 1 




^ 


1 






•5' 




111 1 












!• 1 


% 






> 




' 


i 




i 




l;!| 




*> 






ii* 


■ 


?' 








a' 






Is 




^ 




rii " 




3 










• 




S c- i 










1 




«3 


















s 




1 i 












1 




H ff 








5 








B i 


fe 


-; 




5. 




i 




E 5' 


1" 


00 




b" 




1 












^ 








^ 














. 



RGISTRATION K£PURT. 



' 


i 


! 


1 


8 


g 


E 


! ' 


? s 


s 


1 ^ 


s 


i 


S E a S S II 8 S S 


1 ^ 5 


3 


g g a 1 1 ; E 


8 i 

S 6 


s 

g 


1 = 1 


i 


S i = s S I ! 


1 






i 


8 S ! E 8 i 1 S S 


5 


1 ^ ^ 

i 1 : 


1 


1 5 S S S 1 8 ! S 


i 


i 9 6 3 s s s • e 


1 


S « S S S S S 3 5 a 


1 




* 


1 


1 8 s ? r 


8 J « i 
Mai 


8 


1 ' i 


i 
T 

J 


S i E 5 ! 
B S 6 S f 
E B S a i 


1 


1 5 5 


t J 8 S 1 

1 s a 1 5 


a. 1 
* 


H- 


i 


i 

5 


a 3 a B 8 ?. 3 s I 


1 


1 
■11 




i 
I 


i: 


■ 


1 




; 


1- 

i c 


1 ^ 

1 ■ 


\ \ 1 
; i- 

■ « 

■i! 

i I 



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. 
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TABLE 2. 

Population of 1880^ Births^ Marriages^ and Deaths^ with percentage of 
each to one thousand of the population, for the year ending March 31 j 
1883, by Counties. 



Coanties. 



o o 



Rockingham 49.062 

Strafford | 35,559 

Belknap , 17,948 

Carroll 18,222 

Merrimack ' 46,293 

Hilli»boroogh i 75,633 

Cheshire 28,734 

Sallivan 18,161 

Grafton ; 88,790 

Co«s ... 18.G42 






692 
698 
261 
286 
723 
1,675 
496 
269 
647 
403 



Total 346,»82 
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14.10 
19 02 

14 54 

15 69 
16.61 
2-M4 
17.26 
14.81 
16.67 
21.61 
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399 
425 
198 
175 
432 
949 
262 
167 
839 
149 



17. ri I 8,495 
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8.11 

11.95 

11.03 

9 60 

9.88 

12.54 

9.11 

9.19 

8.73 

7.99 
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699 
494 
262 
253 
762 
1,661 
418 
264 
647 
181 



6.421 
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14.24 
18.89 
14. fid 
13.88 
1646 
20.60 
14.61 
13.98 
14.10 
9.70 



16.62 
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BIRTHS. 

The registration report for the year ending March 31, 1883, 
ebows a return of a larger number of births tbnu has heretofore 
been reported in the state in a single year. There were reported ■ 
in 1880.4,249; in 1881,4,616; in 1882,6.124; and in 1888|J 
6,150. It nill be seen by these flgurce that there wfu 
small inerease over last year's report, which verifies the asser>V 
tioD formerly made, that the law under which these returo 
were obtained would never secure an accurate registration, 
efforts have been spared to secure a correct record, yet the faiUI 
ure to do so is evident when these figures are compared with ti 
average percentage in those states which have, approximatelj, j 
correct registration. Based upon such calculations, at leM 
1,500 births remain unreported. It is expected that the law 
which came into force on January 1 of the present year will b 
cure much better results. It is difflcult, if not impossible, I 
secure an accurate record of births under any system that is isil 
use, yet a comparatively correct record has been obtained under I 
a law similar to that now in force in this state. 

The preceding tables eshibit the sex, parentage, nationality^ 
etc., by towns. 

The following table exhibits the luimber reiiorted from eaoltl 
county, with sex, and also the excess of males over femaleB,j 
which is comparatively uniform in all states and couDtries.l 
Although deficient as to the total, the ratios are undoubtedly.a 
nearly or quite correct : 
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TABLE 4. 

BIRTHS BY COUNTIES, SHOWING PBOPORTION OF MALES TO FEMALES, 

1883. 



Counties. 



Roekliigham.... 

Strafford 

Belknap 

Carroll 

Merrlmaok 

HiUfboroogh . . . 

Cheshire 

SvlliTan 

Orafton 

CoOs 

T6tal Ibr state 



Males. 


Females. 


Excess 

of 
males. 


Excess 

of 
females. 


336 
848 
125 
144 
371 
860 
260 
189 
331 
210 


853 
360 
136 
13] 
347 
776 
242 
126 
309 
190 


18 

7 

11 






13 
24 
84 
8 
13 
22 
20 
















3,108 


2,960 


148 







Sex not 
stated. 



4 
6 

11 
5 

89 

4 
4 
7 
3 

82 
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Table 5 shows the percentage of American aud foreign births, 
BO far as the same are given. It is quite probable that mneteeD 
twentieths, at least, of tLose reported in the column of " parent- 
age not reported," are of foreign origin. 

Of the 6,150 births reported, the parentage U repreBented aa 
follows: American, 3,312; foieigD, 1,430; one parent foreign, 
549 ; parentage not stated, 859. 

TABLE 5. 

FKBCENTi^aE OF AHHRICAN AND rOOEmN BIRTHS, BY COUNTIES, 

1BS3. 
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OneturelEii 


n-iri- >,- 
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HTvrm births were reported, as foUone : 
B TABLE G. 

^m TWIN BIHTHB BY MONTHS AND CODNTIEa. 
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^■iTe colored births only were reported. 
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The folloiring table shows the uumber boru each inootb duT-fl 
iDg the year, by sex : fl 

TABLE 7. fl 

BtKTHS BY SKX AND MONTHS, BT COUNTIES. ^| 
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^^^^1^ MARRIAGES. 

H This state nndoubtedly secures as accurate a registration of 

ll^inarriageB as any in the coiinlry. As remarked in a former re- 
port, this is largely due to iLe promptness of tbe clergy in com- 
plying with the requirements of llie law. Another importaat 
factor in secnring oorrectness is the towo-elcrk'a record of cer- 
tificates issued, by which he is enabled to ascertain who the de- 
linqnents are. and thus has it in his power to reach them and 
secure the necessary record. Very few clergymen are negligent 
in this respect : most of the delinquents are to be fonnd among 
the justices of the peace, who not infrequently perform this 
ceremony. Three thousand two hundred and forty-six mar- 

^^Riges were reported during tlie year. Table 8 shows the na- 

^Buiality of each, by counties. 

^B TABLE 8. 
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^^*rhe following table showa Bome of the ioterestiug feattirea in ^H 
^^pe marriage returns wbich have been forwarded to this office : ^H 


^^1 CoDM-rici. 
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REOISTIUTIOK HEPORT. 



The following table was prepared by Hon. A. B. Thompson, 
secretary of state, as required by the Pamphlet Laws of 1881 : 



DIT0BCE8 DECRBED BT THE BUPBEUE COITBT OF NEW HA.lIPSUIItE IN 
THE TEAS 1<S3, AS RETURNED TO THE 8ECRBTABT OF STATE BT 
THE CLERKS OF THE SEVERAL COUNTIES. 
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TABLE 19. 
DEATHS BY SEX, AQE, AND MONTH. 
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The preceding tables have been compiled with great care and 
labor, and are sufflciently full to furnish a basis for the cod- 
Btraclion of any additional tables that may be desired by any 
one Btudyiog the Bubject of vital Btatislica, particularly the sub- 
ject of deaths. 

Other and interesting tables might have been made, bat the 
foregoing seemed to be ample for the ordinary purposes of sucb 
ft record. 

Should fature experience show that other tables are required, 
they will be constructed. It ie quite probable that as our regis- 
tration becomes more accurate in all its branches and more per- 
fect in detail, additional tables will be advisable. 

After a series of years, valuable tables of comparison — more 
valuable than all others — will be made. It is by such deduc- 
tions that we are to obtain the largest amount of information 
relative to the life movements of the people, and the various 
causes that bear upon the complex questions affecting the phys- 
ical welfare of communities. The record of two or three years 
does not suffice to give such data, but a period covering twice 
or tbrice that length of time would allow the formulation of 
deductions that would be trustworthy. 

The conclusions which must be of the greatest value are those 
bearing upon the causes of death. If, after a few years, the 
rate of mortality in a certain town or district is found to be 
excessively high in any particular disease, the evidence ia con- 
clusive from the record itself that some unusual cause for such 
a fatality exists in that locality, and the conditions may be 
8oat;ht and the remedy applied. 
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PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following diagram will be found to possess much that is 
of interest, as it shows at a glance the relative proportion of 
twenty of the most fatal diseases as shown by this report : 
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The long, black line which stands at the head, is in itself a 
kerrible comnieotary upon a silent foe which insidiously invades 
every commiiDity. and gathers its victims largely from the ranks 
of those who have not yet reached the meridian of life. If 827 
bnronD beings were annually killed upon the railroads of our 
state, the legislature n-onid promptly prohibit the ruDuing of 
trains. If a contagious disease were annually imported into the 
state that swept from existence 827 living souls, the state would 
protect every rod of her frontier by a cordon that would require 
SD army of 10,000 able men, and the expense would be of sec- 
ondary account. If 827 citizens of New Hampshire were annu- 
ally carried to eternity through an epidemic that did its fearful 
work in a few days, panics and demoralization would follow, 
business would be stagnated, and a general exodus from the 
state would be the result. But the spectacle is different. These 
827 souls drop into the sea of eternity as silently as the leaf 
falls upon the bosom of the lake, and the ripples made reach not 
the pnblic. and fall lighter upon the friends because expected. 
Kut these deaths, the niajority of them, in the light of modern 
hidy and research, are as needless as deaths from other pre- 
■ventable diseases. The opinion is entertained by eminent phy- 
sicians and sanitarians, who have carefully considered all the 
factors that hear upon this disease, that it may be to a very 
large extent avoided. Without any hereditary tendency, the 
Hbpeurrence of consumption must he from a violation of some of 
^^M laws of physical life for which the individual is responsible. 
^BPitb a hereditary family tendency to this disease, the individual 
^^■H a warning that should lead to the adoption of such habits of 
^Hfe as will tend to maintain the system in the best possible state 
Hpf existence. To this end it becomes a duty, not only of physi- 
cians, but of the public, to consider seriously this alarming 
subject. The proportion of deaths from consumption in this 
state corresponds very nearly to that of all the Eastern and 

Riddle states. Over fifteen per cent, of the total mortality of 
B state is from this one disease. The difference in the mortal- 
r rates between the country and the cities of our state is not 
BO marked as might be supposed. The following tables show 
more definitely the ravages of this disease throughout the state, 
with some special tables relating to it in our cities: 
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Of the nationality of tbe (tecedents, 593 were Americau horn, 
134 foreign born, and 100 nationality not stated. It is fair to 
assume that at least 75 per cent, of the hitter should be classed 
as foreign borD. Under such a classification we would have 
American born 618, foreign born 209. The census of 1880 
■bows in this state 300.607 native born, and i6,29i foreign 
born persons. This would show, under tbe classiflcation just 
given, a mortality of 2.5 per 1,000 among the native born, against 
4.5 per 1 ,000 among the foreign born, from this disease. When 
it is remembered that every child born on American soil is 
classed as native born, no matter if the parents have just 
Arrived from sunny Italy, or elsewhere, it is evident that the 
Mctnal mortality among the foreign element is still lai^er than is 
represented in the percentages given. 

Tbe excess of female decedents over males 
important phase in the otndy of this disease, 
firms mucli that has been written on the preventable aspect of 
consumption — 502 females and 32o males. 

These stern and terrible facts are given, in the briefest man- 
ner, for reflection and study. The lessons they unfold to the 
tbinking mind are many and sad. 



i presents another 
strongly con- 



. To this disease 498 persons succumbed during the year em- 
braced in this report. This is a disease largely of childhood 
and old age. the greatest immunity usually being between the 
ages of five and twenty. The greatest fatality is among those 
nnder five years and those over fifty years of age. 

Tbe winter and spring months, which embrace inclement sea- 
sons of tbe year, are much more prolific in deaths from pneu- 
monia than any other period of the year- 
Many of these cases doubtless follow a cold, taking the form 
of broncho-pneumonia, and result from inattention and careless- 
ness, wheu a proper regord and care for one's self, in the earlier 
stages, would have prevented serious consequences, A due 
precaution against sudden changes of temperature, with good 
hygienic surroundings, would undoubtedly reduce very greatly 
tbe namlier of deaths that aunnally occur from this disease. 

TVPHOID FEYtR. 

The report of last year showed 214 deaths from typhoid feTer. 
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The present report, though embracing 420 more deaths thi 
laat, showB oal; 166 deaths from this disease. Siipposti 
mortality rates to have beeo the same as last year, there woi 
have been 231 deaths from typhoid, showing a diminished dei 
rate which amounts to the saving of sistv-flre lives from 
disease alone. To what extent the sanitary work which hi 
been done during the year has contributed to decrease thi 
ease it is not possible to demonstrate, but it is not unreasonal 
to presume that it has saved many valuable lives. Just 
portion to the amount of such work done will typhoid diminisl 
This has been repeatedly proven by sanitary improvemeotB 
several cities and towns in England, and has been corroborated 
by similar work in this country. Sporadic and non-epidemic 
cases must have their origin in local causes. There are times, w 
in epidemics, when probably other forces than purely local coi 
ditiona exert an influence which adds numerically and mal 
nantly to this disease. What this force or condition is wh 
fans the smouldering fires of disease into a wide-spread cool 
gration, without any appareut change in environments, is 
question aubjudife. It is believed, howerer, that without c 
tain local conditions, this unkuown factor would be inert; het 
local causes are primary. 

Neither age nor sex is exempt from this disease, i 
season alone protect, although by far the greater number 
case* ooour in the late summer or aiiliimu. 

DlrHTHEKIA. 

One hundred and nine deaths occurred from this disease c 
ing the year. This also is a very satisfactory showing, as it i 
thirty Idhh than was reported last year. When the public 
oomprclienda the fact that this disease is subject to control, b; 
gnod MnnilJition and isolation, the rate of death from it will fa 
mi I resented by much smaller figures. 

Ttili l« citDontinlly a disease of childhood. Only fourteen deatli 
from thin malady wore in persons above fifteen years of agt 
U h«wmict», then, « duty for parents to use every means withii 
tli»lr knowlodgo and [rower to protect their children during t" 
tniidcr aitu In which this disease most severely and futftl^ 
flitiirl«li«>i, 
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^V CROUP. 

^M Although monj observera believe that croup and diphtheria 

^^ are identical, the mortality rates are given separately io thia 

report. This also is a disease of early life, as the table below 

shows, the greatest mortality beiug among children less than 

one year of age. 

TABLE 28. ■ 

DEATHS FROM CROUP BT SEASONS AND AGES, 1B83. H 
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CHOLERA INFANTUM, 
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The lives of 2TS precious and innocent children, most o 
within tbe realm of babyhood, the jov. the ambition, and per- 
haps the supreraest happiness of watchful parents, were sacri- 
ficed by the rarages of this needless and preventable disease.. 
The unsanitary localities of cities are the hot-beds of this infan- 
tile mortality. The greatest death rate from this disease in this 
state was at Manchester, where the mortality is large, furnishing 
131 deaths. The percentage from this disease in Manchesteri 
compared with the total mortality of the city, is 10.60, while fot 
the rest of the state it is but 0.31. Tbe population of Conoordf 
Nashua, Dover, Portsmouth, and Keene aggregates 55,294 (oval 
20,000 more than the population of Manchester), yet the 
age percentage of deaths from cholera infantum to the total 
number of deaths in these five cities is only 3.33. The city o 
Manchester approximately contains one tenth part of the popO: 
lation of the state, yet nearly one half of the deaths from ch(^ 
era infantum are reported from that city. These facts are telling 
ones, which the health authorities of that city ought to take into 
serious consideration. 

SOAKLET FEVER. 

Only Hfty-eigbt deaths occurred from this disease during the 
year. This is a very respectable showing, and results from 
causes : 

1. The disease has prevailed in an unusually mild form. 

2. Tbe public are better informed as to its real cbaracteTi 
And recognize to a greater extent than ever before the imp 
tance of avoiding es|HiBure to its contagion, and the value 
isolation. With an increasing knowledge of this subject, 
mortality ought to be reduced to still smaller figures. 

The following table exhibits by counties the location and < 
tent of the fatal eases. 

The second table shows the season of its prevalence by p 
centages. and the ages of the decedents. 

That this is almost wholly a disease of childhood, so far as 
fatality goes, has long been known, and the table verifies i 
fact. 
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TABLE 29. 

i FBOU SCARL]^ FBVEB, BT COUNTIES, 1B8S. 
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DMthi 
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TABLE 30. 

SXATBS VBOU SGABLET FZTXR. BT aBASORfi Am} AGES, 1S8S. 
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DISEASES OF THE NERVOUS STSTEH. 

Under this head may be placed tlie great majority of deaths 
classed under " heart disease," " paralysis," " apoplesy," and 
some kiiidred diseases. To properly review the causes which 
lead to such results would not only require a better class! ficatiOQ 
of the causes of death, but an examination of all the agencies ' 
which bear upon both the physical and mental organization. 
what extent the so-colled progress in civilization, with its at- I 
tendant excitement and rush and business anxiety, has cootrib- I 
uled to increase this class of diseases, we are unable to say, be- 
cause the past has given us no data for calculation ; but it is 1 
reasonable to presume that such causes are among the moat 1 
potent. 



It is believed that the foregoing tables will be found of great I 
value to all who desire to study the causes and conditions which I 
govern the mortality of our state. Other tables will probably I 
be added in future reports, as the registration returns now beiii^,! 
received tor the year 1884 indicate a correctness that has never I 
before been attained in the state. The indications are, that in ] 
a very short time this system will be so well perfected that w 
can take pride in the accuracy of our registration reports. 
Respectfully submitted. 

Jnrvnf ^I'hztsent , 

State Regi»trar. 
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THE REGISTRATION LAW. 



E BeTTCK REISISTBATrON OF BlRTHS, MaSRUQEB, 



le it enacted liy the Senate and Souse of Jlepresentativea in 6en- 

tTol Court convened : 

Section 1. The secretary of the State Board of Health shall 
be the registrar of vital statistics for the state, and shall fur- 
nlsb to sextons, to clergymeD, and others niithorized to marry, 
to physicians, town-clerks, and clerks of the society of Friends, 
a copy of this act, and suitable blanks for recording births, 
marriages, and deaths, so printed, with appropriate headings, 
as readily to show the foUowiai; facts and such others as may 
be deemed necessary to secure an accurate registration ; 

I. The record of a birth shall state its date and place of 
occurrence, full Christian and surname (if named), color and 
aex of child, whether living or still-born, and the full Christian 
and surnames, color, occupation, residence, and birthplace of 
parents. 

II. The record of a marriage shall state its date and place of 
occurrence, the name, residence, and ofHcial character of the 
person by whom solemnized, the full Christian and surnames of 
the parties, the age, color, occupation, and residence of each, 
the condition (whether single or widowed), whether first, sec- 
ond, or other marriage ; aud the full Christian and surnames, 
residence, color, occupation, and birth-place of their parents. 

III. The record of a death shall state its date, the full Chris- 
tian and surname of the deceased, the ses, color, condition 
(whether single or married), age, occupation, place of birth, 
^ace of death, the full Christian and surnames and birthplaces 

( parents, and the disease or cause of death. 
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Sec. 2. The atteuding physician, accoucheur, midwife, or 
other person in charge, who shall attend, assist, or advise at 
the birth of any child, living or still-born, within the limits of 
any town or city in this state, shall report to the clerk of such 
town, within six days thereafter, all the facts regarding such 
birth, as is required in section one of this act. 

Sec. 3. Every person authorized to unite persons in marriage 
shall make a record of every marriage solemnized before him, 
in conformity with the requisitions prescribed for blank records 
of marriages in section one of this act, and shall within six days 
thereafter deliver or forward to the clerk of the town in which 
the marriage intention was recorded a copy of such record of 
marriage. 

Sec. 4. Whenever any person shall die, or any still-born 
child shall be brought forth in this state, the physician attend- 
ing at such bringing forth, or last sickness, shall fill oat and 
deliver to the undertaker, town-clerk, or other person superin- 
tending the burial of said deceased person, a certificate, duly 
signed, setting forth, as far as may be, the facts required in the 
record of a death, according to section one of this act ; and it 
shall be the duty of the undertaker, or other person having 
charge of the burial of said deceased person, to add to said cer- 
tificate the date and place of burial, and having duly signed the 
same, to forward it to the clerk of the town or city, and obtain 
a permit for burial ; and in case of any contagious or infectious 
disease, said certificate shall be made and forwarded imme- 
diately. 

Sec. 5. In the case of any deceased person not having had 
the attendance of a physician in his or her last sickness, the 
town-clerk may issue and sign the certificate of death, upon pre- 
sentation of such facts as may be obtained of relatives, persons 
in attendance upon said deceased person during said last sick- 
ness or present at the time of death, and the permit for burial 
shall be issued upon such information. 

Sec 6. No interment or disinterment of the dead body of 
any human being, or disposition thereof in any tomb, vault, or 
cemetery, phall be made without a permit as aforesaid, nor oth- 
erwise than in accordance with such permit. No undertaker or 
other person shall assist in, assent to, or allow any such inter- 
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iDt or disinteriDeDt to be made, imtil such permit has been 
a as aforesaid ; and it shall be the duty of every undertaker 
or other person baring charge of any burial place as aforesaid, 
who abftll receive snch permit, to preserve and reluru the same 
D the clerk of the town within six days after the day of burial. 
. The towu-olerfc may appoint suitable and proper per- 
WB, not exoeeiling two in numljer in any town, as euh-regis- 
, who ahall be authorized to issue burial permils based 
K)n a death certificate, as hereinbefore provided, in the same 
kaner aa is required of the town-clerk ; and the said recoiil of 
»tU upon which the permit is issued shall be forwarded to the 
town-clerk within six days after receiving the same, and all per- 
mits by whomsoever issued shall be returned to the town-clerk, 
as reqnired by section eeveu of this act. The appointment of 
enb-registrars shall be made with reference to locality, so as to 
best convenience the inhabitants or the town. 

Sec 8. The clerk of every town shall keep a chronological 
record of all births, marriages, and deaths reported to him, and 
aball annually, in the mouth of January, transmit a copy of the 
record of all births, marriages, and deaths occurring during the 
year ending December 31st next preceding such said report, to 
the state registrar, K^ether with the names, residences, and 
official stations of all such persons as have neglected to make 
^bitnrns to him in relation to the subject-matters of sucb records, 
^^nich the law required them to make. 

^r Sec. 9. The state registrar shall cause the returns made to 
^nim in pursuance of the precediug section to be arranged, alpha- 
betic indexes of all the names contained therein to be made, 
and the whole bound in convenient volumes and carefully pre- 
served in his oHice. He shall annually make and publish a gen- 
eral abstract and report of the returns of the preceding year in 
BQch a form as will render them of practical utility, not more 
thao one thousand copies of which shall be printed, one copy of 
which shall be forwarded to every town, one copy to each sen- 
ator and representative, one copy to each state and territory in 
the Union, and the remainder to sucb departments, libraries, 
and persons as the state registrar shall direct. 
Skc. 10. The town-clerk's record of any birth, marriage, or 
Mtth. or a duly certified copy thereof, shall be prima facie evi- 
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dence of such birth, marriage, or death, in any judicial pro- 
ceeding. 

Sec. 11. If any person shall wilfully neglect or refuse to per- 
form any duty imposed upon him by the provisions of this act, 
he shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars for each 
offence, for the use of the town in which the offence occurred, 
and it shall be the duty of the state registrar to enforce this 
section as far as comes within his power. 

Sec. 12. The fees of physicians for making returns of each 
birth and death, as herein provided, shall be the same as are 
now in force ; and the clerk of each city and town shall be paid 
by such city or town for receiving, recording, and returning the 
facts required to be recorded by this act, the sum of fifteen 
cents for each birth, marriage, and death. 

Sec. 13. This act shall take effect and be in force on and 
after the first day of January, 1884 ; and all acts and parts of 
acts inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 
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To His Excellency the Oovemor and the Honorable Council: 

Herewith ia presented the Gftb addusI re|)ort relative to tbe 
registration of births, marriages, divorces, aod deaths in the 
state of New Hampshire, for tbe year endiog December 31, 
1884. 

The various tables presented in this report are arranged in 
tbe same manner ae in the report of 1S83. The tables are made 
Dp so tbat no obscurity shall exist as to the facts given. If 
eeveral facts are required concerning questions bearing upon 
tbe mortality records, it may t)e necessary to consult two or 
three different tables to obtain all tbe points desired. There 
are certain important factors to a complete record thai cannot 
be obtained iiotil our system of registration arrives at a state 
nearer perfection than now exists. When it is remembered that 
we have but just iiegun to give attention as a etate to tbe sub- 
ject, and note the progress that has already been made, we may 
be hopeful for an accurate registration in the near future. 

The r^istration of deaths has already reached a degree of 
•ccnracy that renders it reliable, and of great value iii studying 
qoestious affecting tbe mortality rates of different localities. 
By reference to olber parts of this report, a better understand- 
ing may be bad of the status as well as of the amount of work 
ftlreftdy done in this direction. 
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There hgs been a aliglit iccrease over 1883 in the nnmber of 
%}irthe reported, a falling off in mairiagea, and quite a inarked 
^^hierease iu the number of deutbs re|>orted. 

^H^Tbe iiercciitages giveu laet year were, 17.72, 10.07, aud 15.62 
^Bupectively. 

^^m The death rale per 1,000 of 17.85 above giveu. is believed to 
^^Be approximately correct for the entire state ; hence any con- 
^^^kasioDfi ba»ed u[ion tbe death record of the present year must 
^^Be as nearly correct as it is possible to obtaiD. 
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BIRTHS. 



The number of births recorded for the year 1884 is slightly in 
excess of that hitherto reported in a single year. There were 
reported in 1880, 4,249; 1881, 4,615; 1882, 6,124; 1888, 
6,150; 1884, 6,247, 

While there is evidence of a nearer approach to accuracy in 
each year's registration, yet the progress is not so rapid as 
could be wished for. Probably this has been the experience in 
all states having a registry of vital statistics. The obstacles in 
the way of securing a correct registration of births are greater 
than those met with in obtaining a like record of marriages and 
deaths, and for reasons which can readily be seen. The pres- 
ent law relating to the registration of births, while in some re- 
spects an improvement over the law in force prior to 1883, is 
still defective in two or three points. 

1. The report of the attending physician, or person officiating 
as such, is required so soon (six days) that the child generaUy 
is not named ; hence the report given the town-clerk is deficient 
in this respect. 

2. Quite a class, especially among the poor, who receive no 
professional care, are left unreported. 

3. Some physicians do not report as the law requires. 

When all the circumstances bearing upon the collection of 
such data are taken into consideration, it becomes a problem 
not onsy to solve. A law requiring parents to have all births 
roi^istored at the town-clerk's would be, if dependence were 
placed upon this method alone, open to serious objections, until 
after vears of educational and executive work in securing its 
euforconieiit. There seems at present to be no way of obtain- 
ing a ooneot record, except by employing more methods than 
one in the oolleetion of such statistics. It should be made 
oMijralm'v upon the town or city to furnish to the state as cor- 
iTi't a return of vital statistics as of matters relating to taxes or 
otlh'i llnaneial questions. 

riir suNJeet will be carefully considered, and such recom- 
fiirn.UlionM made to the next legislature as shall be deemed best 
I nil niriird to remedy the defects named. 

II !•• iioi to he inferred from the above that our statistics of 



I 
I 

I 



SI 



birthe are ralueless. Od the contrary, tlie; are of the greBteet 
value, not only as iudividual records, though this should be 
regarded as ao indispcusable duty of the state to the people, 
but !□ determiDlng various questions affecting givcu localities, 
BS well as tbe nbolc state. Calculations can be made iipOQ 
ratios with a very great degree of accuracy, even though there 
may be more or lesa errors iu the figures in a given case. 

Births by sex, rate per 1,000 of the population, and nativity 
of parents by towns, will be found in the preceding table. 

The following table exhibits tbe number reported from each 
cwunty, with sex, and the escesa of males over females. Also 
the number reported with sex not stated. 

T A li L E 4 . 

SHOWING PBOPORTIOM OF MAI.B8 TO FEUALBS, 
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The following table shows the percentage of American and 
foreign births, so far as the same could be classified. Of those 
classed under ^^ parentage not stated," it is probable that the 
greater part would have been under the '^foreign born" col- 
umn if the facts in the case had been attainable. Of the 6,247 
births reported, the parentage is as follows : American, 3,497 ; 
foreign, 1,430; American mother and foreign father, 340; 
American father and foreign mother, 324 ; not stated, 656. 

TABLE 5. 



PERCENTAGE OF AMERICAN AND FOREIGN BIRTHS, BY COUNTIES. 

1884. 



Counties. 
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b es O 

M fi-a 



82 
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15 
13 
27 
418 
41 
11 
43 
27 



Total for state. 



55 90 



L»2.89 



10.62 
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The following uble shows the Dumber of twin births b; coqd- 
ties and months ; alaO the n*!mber of colored children bora in 
the state during the jear, bj Aunties. The Dumber given in the 
Imat report was five, a gain of eight. 

TABLE 6. 

TWIN BIRTU8 BT MONTHS AND COUNTIES. 
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BEGIBTS^TIOtl B£POBT. 

TABLE 7. 

BIBTBI BT B£X AND HONTH, BT CODNTIEB. 
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JIARUIAC.ES. 
During llie year 1 884 there were rtooi dcd 3, 292 marriages, 203 
less than were recorded in 186^. Tliis fnlling off iu uumbcrs 
reported occurred in Strafford, Ilelknap, llillsborougli. Clioshire, 
aad Siillivaii counties. The percentage of decrease was largest 
in Sullivan and smallest in Ilillslwroiigh county. This decrease 
was very slight in the class '■ lloth American." btiug only 2fi less 



lIARRIAIiES. 25 

tan the number rei^orted last yesr ; id the " Both foreign" clasB, 
» less; in the class " HnsbanJ American," 12 less; "Wife 
American," ITIess; "Not stated," 130 less. This would eeem 
to iodicate that tbe falling olT was among the poorer dass, — 
among those viho were unable to furnish even a personal record 
of themselves or of their parents. 

The following table exhibits the number of marriagea for the 
jear 1884, hj couuties and nativity : 

TABLE 8. 
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I In the following table it is intereiiting to note the sexes by 
e for tbe different claasifled periods. The sis that were lin- 

ttr 15 when married were females. Of the 1,037 who married 

before reaching the age of 20, 140 were males and 897 femalea ; 
of tbe 3,459 who married before reaching 25, 2,125 were females 
— an esceas over males of 791. For each successive period of 
classiticatiou of those above 35, tbe males are in excess. 

November seems to have been the most favored month for 
marriages, and March tbe least so. 
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TABLE 10. 
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The above table presentB tateresting and curioiiB facts gleaned 
from the recorda. Four hundred and forty-one brides were older 
than their respective grooms ; 540 females were married a sec- 
ond time, 16 a third time, aad one a fourth time. Pour hundred 
and four males married a second time, 57 a third time, and 8 a 
fourth time. Of the males married, the oldest was 86 years ; 
the oldest female 73 years; the oldest couple — male, 74; female, 
60. The youngest male married was 17 years ; the youngest 
female, 13 years ; the youngest couple — male, 17 ; female, 15. 

COLORED UARRIAOES. 

Foar marriages were reported with both black ; three with 
boaband black and wife white. Two marriages of Indian women 
to wblte men were also reported. 
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DITOBCB9 DECBKED BTTSB 3IIPRE31B COCBT OF SEW HAHPaHIBE IK 
THE YBA.B ISM, AS BBTURMED TO THE SECKETAKT OF BTATB BT THE 
CLEBSS OF THE aKVBBAI, COUNTIES. 
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Tbe following uble of dirorcei, by counties, siace 1870, is 
girea for tbe purpose of comparison, and as an interesting table 
of stndj to tbose irbo are iaterested in tbe statistics of divorces ; 

TABLE 12. 

DITOBCBS DECREED PBOM 1«TO TO 1B31 INCLCSITE.BT COUNTIBS. 
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A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE RECORD OF DEATHS. 



Id the preceding tables will be found the usual informatioii 
corapijed ID a registration report of this kiod. A aufflcient nom- 
lier of tables have been given to afford those in search of sta- 
tistical matters relating to births, marriages, and deaths in the 
>Ute a sufficient basis upon tvhicb to make sach deductions as 
un usually sought for in studying the subject. Exception 
tD^bt be made, perhaps, in the question of occopation. This 
i& HO generally omitted in the reports received from the various 
tOHDS, that it has been deemed best not to compile any tables 
baaed upon such meagre reports. It is expected that a syetem 
of registration will be sufficiently well perfected within a short 
line to warrant the introdaction of interesting tablet* io r«la- 
tioo to mortality by occupation. The reports for 1885, which 
ue being received at the date of this writing, indicate a mncb 
(iilUr report under this head than has hiti>erto been given. It 
ii possible that the next report will embrace aoine statisUcA 
upon the subject of occupation. 

Seven hundred and seventy-three more deaths were reported 
for the year than were retamed to this department in I8>I3. the 
■otal reaching 6,194. This gives a mort*]itj rate for the state 
007.85 per 1,000 of the popnUtioB. It ia probable that (be 
^ rate of mortality does not vary mnefa from IS p«r 1,000 
of tbe popnlation. If this preeninptkia ia cofTcct, it will ba 
*'n tb&t the registration of deatlw mder tkc praaeat law ia 
Tery Dearly perfect, and is a much better Rgwtntios tkaa baa 
''(r before been secured to the state. 

Tbe importance of a complete record caa be wdtrlBoJ oal; 
h Ibose who are stodyii^ the subject of pobUe beakb, or tbe 
special causes of disease. Certain aObwafale ntioa bave bee* 
■^tabliabed in relation to nwrtafit; ntca, wbkb bare bee* de- 
termined upon by a 
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lid BEG13TRATIOK REPORT. 

tries for a long series of years, aud aoy variatiOD from tbe« 
established perceotnges iodicates very much to the sanitarian. 
If these rates are in excess of thoae allowable under aD arersge 
sanitary adoiiuistratiou, it indicates at ouce that some sanitar; 
negleot or some special cause for the increased mortality must 
exist whicb demands the attention of the health officers. In 
tiiis way the record of deutlis may and does indicate to the 
health officer the ticlds iu which immediate work is required, or 
in which it is the duty of the authorities to make special inTca- 
tigations as to the cause of the increased mortality of that 
locality. 

The law which was passed in 1883 has done very much toward 
perfecting tho registration of the state. While it is possible 
that some amendments to the law might be made with advan* 
tnge, yet it has been demonstrated iu the short time that it baa 
been in force that it is BulHcient to secure a very complete rec- 
ord of deaths. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DISEASE. 

The diagram herewith given shows the principal causes of 
death, with the number of deoedouts for the year 1884. By 
compariug the diagram with that published for the year 1883 
it nill be seen that the positions of some causes are changed OD 
the list. In 1883 pneumonia ranked second, while for the pres- 
ent year it takes the fifth position, sbowing that the fatality of 
the disease was not so great during the latter as in the former 
year. Heart disease, which in 1883 held the fourth place, bas 
advanced to the secoud in 1864, while old age maintains the 
third place both years. Cholera infantum maintains the same 
position both years. Typhoid fever has descended from sct- 
enth position on the list of 1883 to the eleventh in 1884, sfaow- 
ing a marked diminution of tbe disease. After a series of years 
these diagrams, if continued, will present very interesting mat- 
ter for study by thoae interested iu the change of disease from 
year to year. 

CONSUUmON, 

as it always has done, stancls at the head of the list, with 868 
deaths, S8.5 more than recorded from any other cause. 

Of the total number of deaths from this disease, 354 were 
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inaleB, 613 females, and ooe with sex not stated. Last year 
827 deaths — 325 males and 502 females — were reported from 
consumption. It will be seen that the ratios are nearly the 
same. 

The greatest number of deaths from this disease occurred in 
May. Tbe monthly mortality was as follows: January, 79; 
February, 61; March, 68; April, 74; May, 101; June, 77; 
July, 72 ; August, 51 ; September, 65 ; October, 79 ; Novem- 
ber, 68 ; December, 70 ; and two not stated. 

Of the total decedents, 16 were under one year of age; 12 
between one and five ; 10 between five and ten ; 21 between ten 
and fifteen ; 94 between fifteen and twenty ; 332 between twenty 
and thirty; 148 between thirty and forty; 96 between forty 
and fifty; 71 between fifty and sixty; 61 between sixty and 
seventy ; 64 between seventy and eighty ; 22 over eighty ; and 
30 not stated. 

Tbe percentage of deaths from consumption to the total mor- 
tality of the state was 14,01. 

The percentage for the five cities was as follows : 

Manchester, 14.28 

Concord 8.66 

Nashua, 18.72 

Dover, 16.60 

Portsmouth 14.74 

Keene, 16.00 
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The total number of deaths classed uader tbis bead is 463, 
making this cause rank second on tbe list. Of tiiia number 278 
were males and 210 females. The most fatal month was July, 
in which 30 deaths occurred from this trouble, and tbe least 
fatal was February, witb a record of 23. Fourteen were under 
one year of age ; 1 between one and five ; 4 between five and 
ten ; 5 between ten and fifteen ; 12 between fifteen and twenty ; 
19 between twenty and thirty ; 26 between thirty and forty ; 29 
between forty and fifty ; 57 between fifty and sixty ; 95 between 
sixty and seventy; 141 between seventy and eighty; 70 over 
eighty ; and ten, ages not given. 

There was a large increase from tbis cause over the previous 
year, tbe latter showing 370 as against 483 for 1884. 



There are 450 deaths registered under tbis bead — 194 males 
and 256 females. The ages were as follows: Between twenty 
and tbirty, 1 ; between sixty and seventy, 5 ; between seventy 
and eighty, 347 ; over eighty, 4 ; not stated, 1 . Twenty-eight 
died in January, 24 in February, 38 in March, 35 in April, 42 
in May, 29 in June, 37 in July, 32 in August, 33 in September, 
46 in October, 38 in November, and 58 in December. 

APOPLEXT AND PARALYSIS. 

Four hnndred and forty deaths are registered under tbis bead, 
which places it fourth in rank of numbers — 223 males and 217 
females. Of the ages, 4 were under one year ; 2 between one 
and five ; 1 between five and ten ; 2 between fifteen and twenty ; 
5 between twenty and thirty ; 21 between thirty and forty ; 24 
between forty and fifty; 44 between fifty and sixty; 104 ba- 
twecD sixty and seventy ; 143 between seventy and eighty ; 81 
over eighty ; and 9 ages not stated. 

Forty-seven died in January, 31 in February, 59 in March, 31 
in April, 41 in May, 31 in June, 40 in July, 34 in August, 31 
in September, 32 in October, 32 in November, 30 in December, 
and 1 not stated. 



124 REGISTRATION RBrORT. 

PHEtJUOHIA. 

There was a less number of deaths from this disease than i 
the previous yeiir, so that its place io the list is fifth, while in 
1883 it was second. The total number for 1884 was 436, t 
against 498 io 1883. There were 55 fatal cases in January, i 
in February-, 51 in March, 52 in April, 32 in May, 13 in Juoa^ 
14 iu July, 11 in August. 6 in September, 28 in October. 51 i 
November, 157 in December, and 1 not stated. 

The ages of the decedents were as follons : Under one yeari 
52 ; between one and five, 48 ; between five and ten, 3 ; betiteei 
ten and Hfteen, 3 ; between fifteen and twenty, 6 ; betweei 
twenty and thirty, 27 ; between thirty and forty, 23 ; betwMf 
forty and Bfty, 30 ; between fifty and sixty, 36 ; between aixQ 
and seventy, 50 ; between seventy and eighty, 97 ; over eighty 
54 ; not stated, 6. 

It will he aeeu by the above that the disease is largely a 
elated with infancy and old age. Its lowest rates are betwet 
one and twenty years of age. 

The inortiility was slightly greater in the female sex, the n 
turns showing 311 males and 214 females, and one not stated 
The greatest fatality prevails during the winter and spring 
months. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

Two hundred and sisty-six deaths were reported from thi 
disease, which is twelve less than were reported the previos 
year. The greatest proportionate mortality from this diseaa 
was, as in the past few years, in Manchester, which gave 111 
The remarks made in the last report of this board coocemioi 
this disease still hold good. The following is the total moi 
ity from the disease in the cities of the slate : 

Manchester, ....... 112 

Concord. 12 

Nashua 14 

Dover, 10 

Portsmouth, 3 

Keene, 6 
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The f&talitv by moDths was as follows : January, 2 ; February, 
1 : March, 3 ; April, 1 ; May, 2 ; June, 4 ; July, 72 ; August. 80 ; 
September, 6ft ; October, 29 ; November, 1 ; December, 1 ; not 
stated, 1. Of the ages, 213 were uuder one year, 48 between 
oue and five, and 4 at various ages. 

CANCER. 

Two hundred and ten died from tliis disease — 71 iniUes and 
139 femalee, reported as follows : Cancer, 12G ; cancer of bow- 
els, 3 ; cancer of breast, 6 ; cancer of stomach, 39 ; cancer of 
aterus, 10; cancer of face, 3 ; cancer of rectum, '2; cancer of 
liver, 7 ; cancer of bead, 1 : cancer of lungs, 2 ; cancer of pan- 
creas, 1. Of these, lA died in January, 20 in February, 22 in 
Starch, 14 in April, 21 in May. 13 in June, 20 in July, 16 in 
Augnst, 24 in September, 20 in October, 12 in November, and 
18 in December. 



One hundred and thirty-live deaths are registered under this 
head — 75 males and 60 females. Under one year of age, 34 ; 
between one and five, 36 ; between five and ten, 19 ; between 
ten and fifteen, 2; between fifteen and twenty, 7; between 
twenty and tiiirty^ 3 ; between thirty and forty 3 ; between forty 
and fifty, 4 ; between fifty and sixty, 6 ; between sixty and 
seventy, 6 ; between seventy and eighty, 12 ; over eighty, 1 ; 
not stated, 2. The deaths occurred by months as follows: 
January, 8 ; February, 8 ; March, 12 ; April, ; May, 17 ; June, 
9 ; July, 11 ; August, 9 ; September, 11 ; October, 21 ; Novem- 
ber, 13 ; December, 7. 

DIASBBfEA. AND DVSENTERY. 

One hundred and thirty-one deaths resulted from these causes 
— 56 males and 75 females — as follows : Under one year of age, 
41 ; between one and five, 23 ; between five and ten, 4 ; between 
ten and fifteen, 1 : between fifteen and twenty, 3 ; between 
twenty and thirty, 2 ; between thirty and forty, 3 ; between 
forty and fifty, 11; between fifty and sixty, 7; between sixty 
and seventy, 14 ; between seventy and eighty, 7 ; over eighty, 
15; age not stated, 1. By months as follows: January, 0; 
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Febraarj, 3 ; March, 2 ; April, 3 ; Ma;, 1 ; June, 4 ; July, IS 
AagDBt, 27 ; September, 39; October, 25; Norember, 
oember, 3 ; uot stated, 1. 

DISEASE OF BRAIN. 



There were 128 deaths from this disease — 64 males, 63 fe- 
males, and 1 not stated. The ages were as follows : Under one, 
15; between one and five, 17; between five and ten, 5; be- 
tween ten and fifteen, 4; between fifteen and twenty, 3; be- 
tween twenty and thirty, 4 ; between thirty and forty, 10; be- 
tween forty and fifty, 3 ; between fifty and sixty, 6 ; betweea 
sixty and seventy. 19; between seventy and eighty, 37 ; over 
eighty, 8 ; not stated, 1 . Ten died in January, 1 1 in February, 
11 in March, 13 in April, 7 in May, 13 in Jnne, 5 in July, 5 in 
August, 13 in September, 14 in October, II in November, 16 in 
, not stated, 1. 



a very gratifying. 
L883, 166 deaths; 



3 the last report) 



The showing for the year in this disease 
There were reported, in 1882, 214 deaths; in 
in 1884, 151 deaths, — from typhoid fever. 

It is not unreasonable to believe, as stated 
that the sanitary work which has been done during the years 
named may have contributed largely to such a result. It has 
been an especial object with this board to show that typhoid 
fever is a preventable disease, and that cleanliness, with pure 
water and air, are the preventives. We know that the public 
have given much more attention to these subjects during the 
short existence of our board than ever before in this state, and 
we believe its results are plain to be seen- It should be stated 
that in the 151 deaths recorded in 1884, there are included 14 
deaths from "fever," 2 from " bilious fever," 14 from " gastric 
fever," and 4 from "typhus fever," which would leave 117 re- 
ported as typhoid fever. Of the 151 deaths included under thifl 
head, 66 were males and 85 females. 

Eight died in Jauuary, 6 in February, 7 in March, 8 in April, 
7 in May, 4 in June, 7 in July, 18 in August, 24 in September, 
31 in October, 19 in November, and 10 in December. Of tbe 
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a^es, 4 wore nnder one year ; 11 between one aod five ; 7 be- 
tween five and ten; 12 between ten and fifteen; 22 between 
fifteen and twenty; 35 between twenty and thirty; 13 between 
thirty and forty; 11 between forty and fifty; 9 between fifty 
^^tOd sixty; 10 between sixty and seventy; 8 between seventy 
nd eighty ; 5 over eighty ; and 3 ages not stated. 

DIFHTBEKIA. 

One hundred and ten deaths from diphtheria were recorded 
during the year, as against 109 for 1883. This relatively would 
be a. little less than the proportion for 1883, since the registra- 
tion embraces several hundred more deaths than were recorded 
tiDring the previous year. Of the decedents, 49 were males and 
11 females. The ages were as follows: Under one year, 8 ; 
between one and five, 39 ; between five and ten, 34 ; between 
sn and fifteen, 17 ; between fifteen and twenty, 4 ; aver twen- 
y, 7; and not stated. 1. 

The fatality by months was : January, 8 ; February, 4, March, 
«i April, 8; May, 10; June, 14; July. 3 ; August, 7; Sep- 
Binber, 6; October. 5; November. 12; December. 10. 

TABLE 26. 

DB4TH8 FROM DIPHTHERI4. BT SEASONS ANO AGES. IBM. 
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TABLE 27. 

m CEODP, BY SEASO!43 AND AGRS, 1B84. 
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BRIGHT 8 DI8KABK. 

One hundred aod seven deaths occurred from this disease— 
70 males sDd 37 females. Between one and five years of age, 
2 ; between five and ten, 2 ; between ten and fifteen, 1 ; be- 
tween fifteen and twenty. 5 ; between twenty and thirty, 7 ; be- 
tween thirty and forty, 13 ; between forty and fifty, 11 ; between 
fifty and sixty, 23 ; between sixty and seventy, 18 ; between 
seventy and eighty, 22 ; over eighty, 2 ; not stated, 2, Of these, 

6 died in January, 17 in February, 8 in March, 16 in April, 7 
in May, 11 in June, 10 in July, 5 in August, 4 in September) 

7 in October, 10 in November, 7 in December. 



There were 80 deaths recorded under this head — 24 males 
and 56 females. Under one year of age, 1 ; between one and 
five, 2; between five and ten, 1 ; between ten and fifteen, 0; 
between lifteen and twenty, 2 ; between thirty and forty, 2 ; be- 
tween forty and fifty,?; between fifty and sixty, 8; betveen 
sixty and seventy, IG : between seventy and eighty, 22 ; over 
eighty, 18 ; not stated, 1. In January there were six deaths; 
February, 3 ; March, 10 ; April, 3 ; May, 5 ; June 11 ; July 5 ; 
August, 7 ; September, 4 ; October, 14 ; November, 5 ; Decem- 
ber, 7. 
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BRONCHITIS. 

lere were 79 deaths from tliis disease — 35 males and 44 
lales. Under one year of age, 15 ; between one and five, 8 ; 
ttween five and ten, 1 ; bcCweeo ten and fifteen, 1 : between 
GCteeo and twenty, 0; between twenty and thirty, 5; between 
thirty and forty, 5 ; between forty and fifty, 3 ; between fifty 
and sixty. 111 ; between sixty and seventy. 4 ; between aerenty 
and eighty, 13; over eighty, 13; not stated, 1. Of these, 4 
died in January, 6 in February, 13 in March, 8 in April, 3 in 
May, 4 in June, 8 in July, 2 in August, 7 in September, 10 in 
October, fi in November, 4 in December. 



.Seventy-four deaths resulted from this disease — 37 males and 
37 females, Uniler one year of age, 30 ; between one and five, 
32; between five and ten, 4 ; between ten and fifteen, 2; be- 
ytwecn fifteen and twenty, 1 ; between twenty and tbirly, ; be- 
^een thirty and forty, 2. Died in January, 6; February, 2; 
parch, b; April, 7; May, 9; June, 4; July, 10; August, 7; 
September, 6 ; October, 12 ; November, 3 : December, 3. 



GENRRAL DEBILITY. 

Seventy-three deaths are registered tinder this head — 41 males 
Ud 32 females. Under one year of age, 15 ; between thirty 

i forty, 3 J between forty and fifty, 4 ; between fifty and sixty, 
I; between sixty and seventy, 11 ; between seventy and eighty, 

; over eighty, 10 ; not stated, 1. These occurred as follows: 
Buiuaryi 5 ; February, 1 ; March, li ; April, 6 ; May, 8 ; June, 
JF} Jnly, 5 ; August, 5 ; September, 8 ; October, 7 ; November, 
mj December, 5 ; not stated, 1. 

PBKITONITIB. 

I Fifty-aix deaths occurred from this disease — 29 males and 27 
males. Under one, 1 ; between one and five, 3 ; between five 
and ten, 1 ; between ten and fifteen, 7 ; between fifteen and 
twenty, G ; between twenty and thirty, 15 ; between thirty and 
fortyi 4 ; between forty and fifty, 0; between fifty and sixty, 
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4; between sixty and Beventy, 9; between seventy and eighty^ 
3 ; over eigbtv, 2 ; not stated, 1. Seven died in January, 6 ia j 
February, 7 in Marcb, 3 in April, 3 in May, 2 in Jane, 4 in. I 
July, 8 iu August, 5 in September, 4 in October, 7 in November,. 
2 in December, 



Although the reports from physicians show that this diseasft- I 
has prevailed quite exteusively in many parts of the state, it has- 1 
been of a very mild form. 

The number of deaths reported from this cause is 52, six lea 
than were reported in 1883. The sesca are equally reported— 
2G of each. £ight died in January, 1 in February, 3 in March, 
1 in April, 2 in May, 1 in June, 4 in July, 4 in August, 5 iik 1 
September, 7 iu October, 13 iu November, 3 iu December. 
Seven were under one year of age, '20 between one and five, 16- 
between five and ten, 8 between ten and fifteen, 1 between fif- 
teen and twenty, and 4 between twenty and 30. 

TABLE 28. 
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Fifty-two deaths are registered under tbia dise&se — 30 males 
id 22 females. Of these, 2 were uoder one year of age, 1 
between ten and fifteen, 1 between fifteoD aod twenty, 2 between 
twenty and thirty, 1 between thirty and forty, 6 between forty 
uid fifty, 19 between Hfty and sixty, 8 between sixty and sev- 
enty, 8 between seventy and eighty. 2 over eighty, and 2 not 
stated. Two died in January, 7 in February, 7 in April, 1-3 in 
Hay, 5 in June, 5 in July, 3 in August, 1 in September, S Id 
October, 3 in November, 3 in December. 

I Special reference might be made to many other diseases em- 
braced in this report ; but all the (acta connected with snch a 
Kcord can be found embodied in the tables givea in the maio 
part of this report. Those given in the summary are the chief 
causes of death, and include those given in the diagram. Of 
the remaining causes of death all fall below the lowest figures 
[hen in the diagram mentioned. 

Respectfully submitted. 



Jrmmf «^^a^<7>t. 



iStote Regiatrar. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE REGISTRATION LAW. 




R Act fob the Bbttbb Rkgistii4tiok of Bibths, Marhiaom, 
AND Deaths, 

l« ft enacted fry the Senate and House of R^reaentatives in Gen- 
eral Court convened : 

Section 1. The secretary of the State Board of Health shall 
be the registrar of vital statistics for the state, and shall fur- 
nish to sextoas, to clergymea, and others authorized to marr;, 
to pbyaicUns, town-clerks, and clerks of the Society of Friends, 
a copy of this act, and suitable blanks for recording births, 
marriages, and deaths, so printed, with appropriate headings, 
ae readily to show the following facts and such others as maj 
be deemed necessary to secure an accurate registration ; 

I. The record of a birth shall state its date and place of 
occurrence, full Christian and suruame (if uamed), color and 
aex of child, whether living or still-horn, and the full Christian 
and Bumamea, color, occupation, residence, and birthplace of 
parents. 

n. The record of a marriage shall state its date and place of 
occurrence, the name, residence, and official character of the 
person by whom solemnized, the full Christian and surnames of 
the parties, the age, color, occupation, and resideuce of each, 
the condition {whether single or widowed), whether first, sec- 
ond, or other marriage ; and the full Christian and Burnamea, 
residence, color, occupation, and birthplace of their parents. 

HI. The record of a death shall state its date, the full Cbris- 
Un and surname of the deceased, the sex, color, conditioQ 
^whether single or married), age, occupation, place of birth, 

ue of death, the full Christian and surnames and birthplaces 
IB, and the disease or cause of death. 
•10 
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Seo. 2. The attending: physician, accoucber, midwife, or 
other person In charge, who shall attend, asaiat, or advise kt 
the birth of any child, living or still-born, within the limits of 
any town or city in this state, shall report to the clerk of such 
town, within six days thereafter, all the facts regarding such 
birth, as is required in section one of this act. 

Sec. 3. Every person authorized to unite persons in marriage 
shall malce a record of every marriage solemnized before him, 
in conformity with the requisitions prescribed for blanlc records 
of marriages in section one of this act, and shall within six days 
thereafter deliver or forward to the clerk of the town in which 
the marriage intention was recorded a copy of such record of 
marriage. 

Sec. 4. Whenever any person shall die, or any still-bom 
child shall be brought forth in this state, the physician attend* 
ing at such bringing forth, or last sickness, shall fill out and 
deliver to the tindertuker. town-clerk, or other person superin- 
teuding the burial of said deceased person, a certificate, duly 
signed, setting forth, as far as may be, the facts required in the 
record of a death, according to section one of this act ; and it 
shall be the duty of the undertaker, or other person having 
charge of the burial of said deceased person, to add to said cer- 
tificate the date and place of burial, and having duly signed the 
same, to forward it to the clerk of the town or city, and obtain . 

a permit for burial ; and in case of any contagious or infectious ^d 
disease, said certificate shall be made and forwarded imine- ^B 
d lately. 

Sec. 5. In the esse of any deceased person not having had -^ 
the attendance of a physician in his or her last sickness, the -^^ 
town-clerk may issue and sign the certificate of death, upon pre- — — 
sentation of such facts as may be obtained of relatives, persons -^^* 

in attendance upon said deceased person during said last sick- ' 

ness or present at the time of death, and the permit for burial -0^ 
shall be issued upon such information, j 

Sec. 6. No interment or disinterment of the dead body of ^^4 
n being, or disposition thereof in any tomb, vault, or -^M 
cemetery, shall be made without a permit as aforesaid, nor oth- — ~* 
erwise than in accordance with such permit. No undertaker or "-^ 
Other person shall assist in, assent to, or allow any such inter' " 
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mt or disinternaent to be made, until such permit has bees 

,3 aforesaid ; and it sball be the dut; of every undertaker 

r person ttaving charge of any burial-place as aforesaid, 

a shall receive such permit, to preserve and return the same 

e clerk of the town within six days after the day of burial. 

7- The town-clerk may appoint suitable and proper per- 

t exceeding two in number iu any towu. as sub-regis- 

ho shall be authorized to issue burial permits based 

Qpon a death certificate, as hereinbefore provided, in the same 

manner as is required of the town-clerk ; aud the said record of 

death upon which the permit is issued shall be forwarded to th« 

r town-clerk within six days after receiving the same, aud all per- 

ni!te by whomsoever issued shall be returned to the town-clerk, 

Ra required by section seven of this act. The appointment of 

Bub-registrars shall be made with reference to locality, so as to 

best convenience the inhabitants of the towu. 

Sec. S. The clerk of every town shall keep a chronological 
record of all births, marriages, and deaths reported to him, and 
shall annually, in the month of January, transmit a copy of the 
record of all births, marriages, and deaths occurring during the 
year ending December 31st next preceding such said report, to 
the state registrar, together with the names, residences, and 
official stations of all such persons as have neglected to make 
y ntama to him in relation to the subject-matters of such records, 
irhiob the law required them to make. 

Sec. S. The state registrar shall cause the returns made to 
1 in pursuance of the preceding section to he arranged, alpha- 
betic indexes of nil the names contained therein to be made, 
1 the whole bound in convenient volumes and carefully pre- 
rved in his office. He shall annually make and publish a gen- 
ral abstract and report of the returns of the preceding year in 
a form as will render them of practical utility, not more 
■tban one thousand copies of which shall be printed, one copy of 
which shall be forwarded to every town, one copy to each sen- 
ator and representative, one copy to each state and territory in 
_ the Union, and the remainder to such departments, libraries, 
i persons as the state registrar shall direct. 

. 10. The town-clerk's record of any birth, marriage, or 
nth, or a duly certified copy thereof, shall h% prima fade evi- 
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d«Dce of Buch birth, marriage, or death, in t,uy judicial pro- 
ceeding. 

Sec. 11. If any person shall wilfuUv neglect or refnse to per- 
form any duty im^iosed upon him by the proviBions of this act, 
he shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars for each 
ofTeoce, for the nae of the town in which the offence occurred, 
and it shall be the duty of the state registrar to enforce this 
section as far as conies within his power. 

Sec. 12. The fees of physicians for making returns of eacb. 
birth and death, as herein provided, shall be the same as are 
DOW iu force ; and the clerk of each city and town shall be paid 
by such city or town for receiving, recording, and returning ths 
facts required to be recorded by this act, the sum of fifteen. 
cents for each birth, marriage, and death. 

Skc. 13. This act shall take effect and be in force on an<L 
after the first day of January. 1884 ; and all acts and ports or 
sots inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 
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To Bia Excellency the Oovemor and the Honorable Couiiml: 

The sixth aciiual report reUtiog to the registration und return of 
births, marriages, divorces, and deaths, for the year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 188J), 18 herewith presented. The same order of arrange- 
neDt, in respect to tables, has been maintained as in previous 
repotts. Some additional information relative to ceitaia diseases 
has been added. It is believed that the .facts -giv^ in relation to 
marriages are as nearly correct as can .be altalnM under any law. 
A comparison of the tables on this sttbjdcC with iboso published in 
other States lends to the belief that appi-osimate accui-acy bos been 
secured. 

The registration of birlhs is not so accurate, for the reason that a 
large nmnber probably remain nnreportod, and of those reported a 
large number lack the name of the child. Some additional legiala- 
laon is necessary to perfect tlie registration of births. The report 
made within sis days after the birth seldom contains the name of the 
child. From a historical or genealogical standpoint, and in legal 
qncstJODB where the identity of the person is concerned, the record 
of the name of the child, as well as of its parents, date of birth, etc., 
are essential. On the other hand, unless the phy^clan's return Is 
made within a few days after the event, it is liaole to be overlooked 
or forgotten ; consequently no return would bo made by him. 

Agam, there are a large number of births unattended by any phy- 
sician, which are not reported to the local registrar. To obviate the 
defects which exist from these causes it is necessary to make some 
change in the law. There are two ways suggested : First. That a 
return of every birth which occurs during Ac calendar year preced- 
ing the annual return of Uie inventory blanks should be entered 
upon such blanks by the parents, with all the facts which the law 
oalls for. Such an entry could be as easily made as any other fact 
called for bv the inventory blank. As these inrentory blanks ore 
not returnable until Apnl, every child would be at least three 
months old. and nearly all of them would have been named. The 
assessors or selectmeo should tlien place these returns in the hands 
of the local registrar for recording, and the return to the state regis- 
trar would tlien be mode in May instead of in January. Tiiis method 
might be supplemented by giving the local registrar a reasonable 
fee for discovering and reporting auy births not returned, and for 
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securing and recoriUng the naniBB of those chilitren who v 
named when the inventory blank was returned. 

Second. The local reg^istrar might be made responsible for the 
thorough enforcement of the regiatratjoti law withm his jurisdictioQ. 
and be required to collect all tacta calle^l for by the law, and not 
otherwise reported to liim. This method, however, would probably 
be attended with greater expense tkau the other, and would not be 
as effectual in the aggregate, as its enforcement would depend in a 
great measure upon the interest manifested by the IocaI registrar 
and the compensation allowed. 

The registratioii of marriages is as complete as can be secured 
under any system ; in fact, it may be said to be correct, very few 
marriages remaining unreported. 

Under the present system of requiring burial permits, the record 
of deaths has been brought to a degree of perfection that makes the 
record, so far as numbers are concerned, very nearly coiTect. This 
opinion is based upon the death rate. The difficulty with which it 
was thought the operation of this taw would be attended has been 
found by experience to bare but little foundation, and the accuracy 
of registratjon has been greatly improved thereby. In some in- 
stances there has been a little misunderstanding as to how and where 
a permit should be obtained, and under what circumstances it should 
be considered valid. For the information of those who do not clearly 
understand its provisions, the following brief statement is mode : 

1. A permit should be obtained in the town where the person died. 
The registrar of another town has no right to grant a permit. 

2. A permit having been obtained according to law, it should be 
received by the autJiorities of any other town without question, and 
a second permit, except in case of disinterment, should not be 
required. 

3. The return by the undertaker or sexton should always be made 
to the registrar of the town or city where the death occurred, with- 
out regard to the place of burial. Permits properlv issued by au- 
thorities of other States shoold be recognized as valia in this State. 

l.;Ooal registrars should consider themselves responsible for the 
enforcement of the law within their respective towns and cilies. 
They should inform the undertakers of Uie provisions of the law 
(copies of which will be famished by the state registrar) , and in all 
Instances should require that permits bo obtained before burial. 
Local registi-ara are also requested to nodfj- the state registrar of 
any violations of the law that may come to their knowledge. Local 
re^trai's should at all times be provided with blanks for their own, 
sub-registrars', and physieians' use, which may be obtained from the 
state registrar upon appiication. 

The attention of physicians is called to the nosological table which 
this report o " ' 
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Table 1 slions the number of birllia, marriagos, and deaths fi 
period of six years, with the variations in the number annually w- 
]}ort«d. An examination of this table shows Uiat there hae been a 
constant improTement in the registration since the first report wa» 
made in 1880. During the period mentianed there has been a gnJo 
of 2.070 births, &51 marriages, and S,37S deaths. In 1S84 and 1685 
there was a filing off in the number of marriages reported- In 
1884 there were 203 less mani&gcs reported than in 188S, and in 1SS5 
11^ less than in the preceding year. This decrease in marriages h 
believed to be actual, and not a defect in registration. The canse i 
for this decrease may, ]>erl)aps, be better explained by those who tM i 
studying the subject of social science. 

TABLE 2. 

Populaiion of 1880 ; Births, Marriages, and Deaths, wUA percentage I 
of each to one thousand of the populaiion, for the year ending Decern- 1 
ber 31, 1885, by Counties. 
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It will bo seen by this table that the 

Birth rate for the State is 18.21 per 1,000 of the population. 

Marriage rate " 9.16 " •■ 

Death rate " 17.87 

The birth ral« is too low, showing that the registration is iocom- 

plete. An examination of corresponding reports for Alassachasotts 

shows a birth rat^ of 25.12 to 1,000 of tfio population. 

Rhode Island . 24.00 

Conneotieut . 23.05 " " 
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, The highest rate in this State is returned from those counties witich 
>— •"i-i a relatively large number of the laboring elasses. Hilla- 
^h county, with its great number of factory operatives, reports 
8 per 1,000 ; Coiis county, which has a large number of laborers 



17.46 respectively. 

The marriage rate ia highest in Hillsborough county, followed by 
Strafford, Rockingham, Carroll, and Coiis in order. The marriage 
rates for Itlassacnnsetts. Bhodc Island, and Connecticut are 8.78, 
8.40, and 7,89 respectivel* It will be seen that our marriaga rate, 
9.16, is greater than in the States named. 

The death-rate column shows that the greatest defect in registra- 
tion exists in Coos county, where it ib given as 12.S1 per 1,000. It is 
believed that the death rate for the State, if correctly reported, 
woold be between 18 and i9 per 1,000. The i-ather high rate of 
mortality in Hilbboi-ough county is due largely to the fatfdity among 
the lower classes in the manufacturing cities. 
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BIRTHS. 



There were reported for the year 6,319 births, 3.168 males and 
3,053 females. The excess of uisle children is in aboat the same 
proportion aa cxisU in oUicr States. In T8 cases the ses is not stated. 
Under the head of parentage we find thnt 3,413 have parents both 
American; 1,506, parents botli foreign; 350, American motherond 
foreign father; 334, American father and foreign mother ; and 716, 
parentage not stated. 

These figures present some interesting facts in connection mtfa 
the subject of nativity of parents. The last census gave for thia 
State a native population of 300,697 ; foreign-bom, 46.294, — or, in 
other words, the foreign population was 10.45 per cent of the total 
population of the State, while the births from foreign parentage 
were 44 per cent of the American and 23.83 per cent of the total 
nomber of births for the year. It is probable that this rate should 
be increased by the greater ))art of those classed under "not slated" 
in the classification of parentage, as they nndoubtedly belong 
largely to the foreign-bom population. The columns of mixed par- 
entage are very nearly balanced. Thus, it will be seen that while 
the foreign population is only about 10 per cent of the total, the 
births from foreign-born parents probably exceed 30 per cent of the 
total. 

It is probable that the rat - would be still further increased il there 
were a full registration of all births, as the deficiency is confined 
largely to the unreported among this class. 

The eame ratio in marriages does not by any means hold good. 
There were 2,218 marriages "both Ameriean," 868 " both foreign," 
and 282 "not staled." The columns "husband American" and 
" wife American " nearly balance. 

The " both foreign " maniages were 16.59 per cent of the " both 
American," and 11.57 percent of the total number of marriages, 
the entire number classed under "not stated" were added to tli« 
column " both foreign." it would then be only 99.30 per cent of tbo 
marriages classed under " both American," and 30.44 per cent o£ 
the total number. 

Of the 6,201 deaths 4,847 wei-e native-born, 678 foreign-bom, and 
758 not stated. Those known to be foreign-bora were 11.93 per 
cent of those known to be American-bom, If the "not stated" lire 
added to the " foreign-bom." where doubtless many of them belong, 
they would then be 21.54 percent of the total number of deaths. 
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TABLE 4. 

BIBTHB BY COUNTISS, SHOWING PROPORTION OF MALKB TO FEICALBS, 1886. 
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given above. It is interesting to note the percentages in different 
counties. It will be seen that in Billsborougb countj the births of 
foreign-born parents exceed the native-borti. Of course the foreign 
population is greatest in those counties having manufactories. This 
is illustrated by Hillsborough and Carroll counties, the latter tUiVing 
but few manufactories. 
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TWin BIBTHS BT HODTHS AHD COUMTISS. 



Cnmna. 


1 


1 


i 


i 


j; 


i 


1 


1 


1 


i 


1 


1 


1 


H. 


T. 


""Al-Bl™ 


t 


1 




■ 




1 


t 








BdkSH 




1 




























* 


1 


1 
I 
1 

3 
T 


1 












1 
















> 






I 
.. . 


1 


9 


s 


1 

9 


* 


1 




QMUtt. 










t 

9 


3 


I 

a 






OnfMi. 




S 






1 












B 




. 










a 


s 


5 


S 




TMilbirBMi 


3 


T 


e 


3 


* 




TABLE 7. 
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TABLE 11. 

DIVORCES DECREED BY THE SDPREUE COURT OF NEW HAHF6HIBX 
IS THE TEAR IfW, AS RETURNED BY THE CLERKS OF THE SEVERAL 
0OONT1E8. 
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The following table of dirorces, by countiea, since 1870, is given 
for the purpose of comparison, and aa an interesUng table of stndj 
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DIT0ECE8 DKCaEKD BY THE SUPRKMK CO0RT OP NEW BAUPSHraS 
IH THE TEAR 1885, AS RETURNED BV THE CLERKS OF TOE SEVERAL 
COONTIES. 
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CONSUMPTION, 

as in previous years, caused more deaths than a,ny other single dis- 
ease, 857 being reported from this cause alone i of these 373 were 
m&les. 480 females, and 4 sex not stated. The record liy tDODtli is 
as follows: January, 71; February, 82; March, 87; April. 79; 
May, 83; June, 96; July, G4; August, 64; Septemlier, 54; Octo- 
ber, 65; November, 65; Docomher, 55; month not stated, 2. 31 
were under one year of age, 14 between one and five, 4 between five 
and ten, 11 between ten and fifteen. 87 between fifteen and twenty, 
S19 between twenty and tJiirty, l(il between thirty and forty, 109 
between forty and fifty, 7b between fifty and sixty, 75 between sixty 
and seventy, 43 between seventy and eighty, 19 over eighty, and 9 
age not stated. The mortality from consumption was 13.81 per cent 
of the total mortality for the State. In 1883 it was 14.01 per cent. 
The percentage of consumpdon to the total mortality in the cities 
follows ; 

Manchester 13.03 

Concord 10.68 

Nashua 14.8S 

Dover 16.17 

Portsmouth 12.18 

23.80 
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ranks Ibird on the li^t, there being 504 deaths recorded imder tills 
head against 436 in 18K4, 244 malc^, SS9 females, and 1 aex not 
stated; 69 were under one year of age, 49 between one and live, 8 
ijetween five and ten. 4 between ten and tifteen, 11 between fifteen 
and twenty, 15 between twenty and thirty, 27 between thirty *ad 
forty, 32 between forty ajid fifty, 37 between fifty and eixty, 72 be- 
tween siity and seventy. 105 between seventy and eighty, 74 avw 
eighty, and 1 age not stated ; 63 died in Januarj-, 59 in February, 
mi in March, 95 in April, 35 in May, 25 in June, 13 in July, 10 in 
August, 10 in September. 33 in October, 3S in November, and 33 In 
December. 

There were 491 deaths from these two o&nses, 234 males, 256 
females, and 1 with sex not stated, which was classed with the males ; 
2 of the decedents were under one year of age. 2 between oaa 
and five, 2 between five and ten, 2 between t«n and fifteen, 10 be- 
tween twenty and thirty. 16 between thirty and forty, 33 between 
forty and fifty, 62 between Hfty and sixty, 92 between sixty and sev- 
enty, 180 between seventy and eighty, 97 over eighty, and 4 age not 
Slated ; 43 died in January, 49 in Febmary, 39 in March, 51 in April, 
31 in May. 45 in June, 39 in July, 38 in August. 36 in September. 
50 in October. 41 in November, 29 in December. 



i 

i 



HEART I 



lEASE, 



There were 474 deaths from heart disease, 241 males and 2SS 
females ; 12 were under one year of age, 6 between one and fire, 1 
between five and ten, 5 between ten and fifteen. 5 between fiftsea 
and twenty. 17 between tiventy and thirty, 19 between thirty and 
forty, 41 between iorty and fifty, ,16 between fifij and sixty, 122 be- i 
tween sixty and seventy, 125 between seventy and eiglity, 61 over ' 
eighty, and 5 age not staled ; 32 died in January. 37 in February, iB 
in March, 47 in April. 37 in May. 88 in June. 42 in Juty. 35 in 
Augnst. 43 in September. 39 in Uotober. 44 in November, 34 in 
December. 



There are 420 deaths registered under this disease. 179 males, 240 
females, and 1 with sex not stated; of these 1 was between fifty 
and sixty years of age, 7 between sixty and seventy. 89 between 
seventy and eighty, 321 over eighty, and 2 age not stated. The old- 
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CHOLERA INFANTUM. 
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est decedent was a male 105 years of age. 41 deaths occurred in Jan- 
uary, 35 in February, 56 in March, 58 in April, 32 in May, 28 in 
June, 24 in July, 38 in August, 29 in September, 25 in October, 20 
in November, 34 in December. 

CHOLERA INFANTUM. 

There were 219 deaths from this cause, 110 males and 109 fe- 
males ; 186 were under one year of age, and 33 between one and 
five ; 1 died in February, 1 in March, 3 in April, 3 in May, 5 in 
June, 75 in July, 80 in August, 38 in September, 9 in October, 3 in 
December, and 1 not stated. Following is the total mortality from 
the disease in the cities of the State : 
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There were 213 deaths from cancer, 74 males and 139 foiunles. 
Cancer, 130; cancer of bowels, 6; cancer of hrain. 1; cancer of 
breast, o ; cancer of face, 1 ; cancer of livor, 12 ; cancer of rectum, 
3 : cancer ot stomach, 38 ; cancer of tongue. 1 ; cancer of utems, IG. 
Of these, 24 died in January. 19 in Febi-uary, 20 in March, 23 in 
April, 10 in May. 15 ia Jmie, 13 ic July, 18 in August. 11 in Sep- 
tember. 21 in October. 22 in November, SI in December, and 1 not 
stated. 

TTFHOID FEVER. 

There were reported 141 deaths from tliis cause, 67 males and 74 
females. This included 4 deaths from "fever," 5 from "bilious 
feTer,"5 from "gastric fever," and 8 from " typhiis fever," wliich 
would leave ^ii frow typhoid fever, as reported. Of the decedents, 
S were under one year of age, 7 between one and five, 8 betweea 
five and ten, 11 between ten and fifteen. 21 between lifteou aud 
twenty, 85 between twenty and thirty, 14 between thirty and foity, 
8 between forty and fifty. 8 between fifty and sixty, 10 between sixty 
and seventy, 12 between seventy and eighty, 3 over eighty, and 2 
not stated; S died in January. S in February, 13 in March, 7 in 
April, 12 in May. 13 in June, 3 in July, 8 in August, 28 in Septem- 
ber, 17 in October, 13 in November, 11 in December. 

MENtNGmS. 

135 deaths are recorded under this disease, 70 males, 64 females, 
and 1 sex not stated. Of these, 87 wore under one year of age, 38 
between one and five, 11 between five and ten, 5 between ten and 
fifteen, 8 between fifteen and twenty, tl between twenty and thirty, 
10 between thirty and forty, 2 between forty and fifty, 5 between 
iifty and sixty, 1 between sixty and seventy, 5 between seventy and 
eigh^, 2 age not state<I ; 11 died in January, 1^ in February, 10 in 
March. 14 in April, 9 in May, 15 in June, 8 in July, 15 in August, 7 
in September, II in CJetoher. 11 in November, 9 in December. 

BMfiHT'S DISEASE. 

113 deaths from this disease, 70 males and 42 females; 2 were 
ander one year of age, 2 between one and five, 5 between ten and 
fifteen, 3 between fifteen aud twentj', 9 between twen^ and thirty, 
17 between thirty and forty, 12 between forty and fifty. 14 between 
fifty and sixty, 22 between sixty and seventy. 20 between seventy 
and eighty, 5 over eiglity, and 1 age not stated ; 7 died in Jannary, 
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8 ill Febniarj", 13 in March, 11 in April. 12 in May, 12 in June. 8 in 
July, S in August, 8 in September, 7 in Octolier, 12 in November, 6 
in December. 

BKAtN DISEASE. 

There were 100 ilesths reconlud under tliis head, ol males and 
58 females ; 10 were under one yew of age, 7 between one and five, 

2 between five and ten, 1 between ten and fifteen. 1 between fifteen 
and twenty, 5 between twenty and thirty, 3 between thirty and forty, 

I between forty and fifty, 17 between fifty and sixty. 23 between 
aisty and seventy, 24 between seventy and eighty, 14 over eighty. 
and 1 age not stated ; 9 died in January, G in February, 10 in Uarch. 
« in April, 16 In May, 7 in June, 3 in July, 10 in August, II in Sep- 
tember, 7 in October. 16 in November, 6 in December. " Softening 
of the bnun " is included uuder this head, 

isuoNcorris. 
Under this bead there are 108 deaths, 41 males and 67 females ; 
28 imder one year of age, 12 between one and five. 2 between fire 
and ten, 1 between ten and fifteen, 2 between twen^' and thiitj. 4 
betiveen tliirty and forty, 1 between forty and fif^. 3 between fifty 
and sixty, 10 between sixty and aeven^, 19 between seventy and 
eighty, 25 over eighty, and 1 age not stated ; 1* died in January, 12 
in February, 14 in March, i:t in April, 15 in May, 10 in June, 2 in 
July, 2 in August, 7 in September, 10 in Octol)er, 4 in November, 5 
ill December. 

UEltlLITY. 

There were 107 deaths tvoiu thia cause. 65 males and 52 females ; 
48 were under one year of age, 3 between one and five, 4 between 
tliiity and for^, 4 between forty and fifty, 1 between fifty and six^, 
12 between sixty and seventy, IS between seventy and eighty, 17 
over eighty. Of Uiese, 5 died in January. 10 in February. 10 in i 
March, 13 in April, U in May. 9 in June, 12 in .luly. 11 in Augmt, , 

II in September, 4 in October, 8 in November, 5 in December. 

DIAHRHIEA AJJD DVSEKTEliT. 

One hundreil deaths occnrred from these diseases, 46 males and W 
females ; 34 were under one year of age. lU between one and fivie. i 

3 between five and ten, 2 between twenty and thirty, 3 between 
thirty and forty, (i lietween forty and fifty, 5 between fifty and six^, 
14 between sixty and seventy, 14 between seventy and eigh^, 12 
over eighty, and I not staled ; 5 died in January, 2 in Febimary. 3 ii 
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April, 3 in May. 9 in June, 16 in July, 2G in August. 20 iu Septem- 
ber, 9 in October, 3 in November, and i in December. Ttie deaths 
from "cholera morbus" are included under this head. 


DKoPSr. 


There were 91 deaths from dropsy, 39 males aad 52 females ; 2 
were Ijelweeo one and live years of age, 2 between ten and fifteen, 3 
H between twenty aud thii-tj-, 3 between thir^ and forty, 6 between 
K forty aud fifty, 12 between fifty and sixty, 20 between sixty and sev- 
^1 en^, 26 between serenty and eighty, 13 over eightj-, and 5 not 
H stated; 9 died in January, 5 in Kebruarj-. 15 in March, 4 in April, 
H 6 ID May, 12 in June, i in July, 8 ui August, 1 in September, 11 in 
H October, 8 in Novemljer, 7 in December, and 1 not slated. 


^H Seventy-eight deaths are recorded under this head, 37 males and 
^H 41 females ; 10 were under one year of age, 32 between one and 
^H five, 22 between Ave and ten, 5 between ten and fifteen. 3 between 
^H fifteen and twenty, 4 between twenty and thirty, 1 between for^ 
^^M and fifty. 1 between fifty and sixty ; 13 died in January, 5 in Febru- 
^H ary, 3 in March, 2 in April, 6 in May, 2 in June, 3 in July, li in Au- 
^H gust, 6 in September. 9 in October, 12 in November, 12 in December. 


H TABLE 26. 


1 DEATHS FHOll DIFHTHEBIA. BT BKASOHB AHD AGES, IBSS. 
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CONVULSIONS. 



There were 76 deaths from this canee, 31 moles, 43 females, and 
3 Bex not stateil; 32 were under one year of age, 3^ between one 
anil live, I between tan and fifteen, 3 between fifteen and twenty, 1 
between thirty and forQi, i between forty and fifty ; 3 died in Jonti- 
ary, 6 in February, 9 in March, 7 in April, 1 in JA&j, 7 in June, 5 in 
July, 11 in August, 7 in September, 6 in October, 7 in November, 6 
in Becember, and 1 not stated. 



There were 74 deaths from croup, 42 males, 31 females, and 1 not 
stated ; 20 were under one year of age, 41 between one and five, 9 
between live and ten, 1 between twenty and tliirty, 2 between thirty 
and forty, 1 between fifty and sixty; 9died Id January, II in Febru- 
ary, 15 in March, 3 in May, 3 iu June, 1 in July, 4 in August, 3 in 
September, 9 in October, 8 in November, 8 in Decemlier. 

TABLF, 2'J. 

DEUHB FROM OBODP, BT EEABOSS AKD A8BB, 188C 



MORTU. 
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There were 62 deaths from tliis disease, 32 males and 30 females; 
1 was between five and ten years of age, 2 between twenty uid 
thirty, 6 between thirty and forty, 8 between forty and fifty, 13 be- 
tween fif^ and sixty, 17 between sixty and seventy, 13 between sev- 
enty and eighty, 4 over eighty; 7 died in January, I in February, 7 
in Marcli, S in April, 6 in May, 7 in June, 6 in July, A in Anguet, S 
in September, 2 In October, 4 in Novomljer, 2 in Decemlwr. 




SCARLATINA. 

There were 63 deathg from scarlatiRa, 22 mules .lud S\ fem.iles; 5 
were under one year of age, 3i) between one and five, 11 between 
five and ten, 4 between ten and fifteen, 1 between fifteen and twcn^ , 
1 between twenty and thirty, 1 between thirty and forty; 2 died in 
Juinaiy, 5 In February. 7 in March, G in April, 10 in May, 4 in June, 
3 in July, 2 in August, 3 in Seiilember, 2 in October, i in November, 
5 in December. 

TABLE 30. 

DEATHS ntOH BOASLET ntVBB, BY OOPmiES, 1889. 
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TABLE 31. 

DEATHS FROM BOARLET FETBR, BT SEASONS AND AGES, 1«X. 
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The summary of diseases might be cftrried sUll further, but it is 
Uiought to be iinneceBsary. Svocia! tables on other diseases can bo 
constructed fTOin the tables ^Tcn in the main part of the report, 
excepting possibly data in reference to oecupaUons, by any one who 
dwirea to study a given subject more in detail than is given in any 
aingle table. It is believed, however, that tiie present arrangement 
will show all the facta desired, although several tables may have to 
be consulted for that purpose. It is to be regretted that the reports 
of the several towns and citoes are too incomplete upon the subject 
of occupaUon from which to eompUe tables that would be reliable 
In connection with general causes of death. 
Respectfully submitted. 

IRVING A. WATSON, 

Rtgistrar oj rUat StatMics. 



APPENDIX. 



NAMES OF CAUSES OF DEATH.' 



It ^houlil lie stated tJiat tlic nomenclaturt' of diseases ii 
logical an-an^nient on the following pages i: 
elude the names of Uie whole list of morbid phenomena afiectlDg the 
Imninn orgnnjsm. bill the names of such only as si-e directly tliu 
cause of death, or aach as oi'dinarily predisjKise U> or set in motion 
the morbid processes that end in dentli. 

lu the L'onstrttctjon of the classification now adopted, use has been 
made of the resiUts anil eimclusinns of u committee of the ttoyal 
('ollege of Physicians, of Gnglund (who liave been engaged for sev- 
eral years in a reTision of the Britisii nomenclatui'e of dtaeaaes), as 
far as such conclusions liave been asi«rUiined from brief reports in 
different medical journals, and from such other sources as were 
accessible (the complete report not liaving yet been issued), and 
fitan examination of the classification a in use in <lifferent countries 
in Europe and America. 

It should l>e said that all these classilicaLions have been and ttvo 
essentially alilfc, that all have been liased designedly on observed 
facts and most advanced conclusions in relation to patliologieal pro- 
cesses and morbid conditions, indiu-tivo. causntivt!, progressive, and 
ultimate. 

The BtatisticoJ nosology will consist of tn'o lists of causes of deaUi. 

A TABL'LAK LIST AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST. 

'Hie tabular li«t comprises the cliief or primary causes of death 
which wiU be used in Table 13. in the preparation of the Registrar's. 
annual reports, and will, therefore, include all those named in the 
supplemental list, when tlie final arrangement in completed. 

The suppleniontal list is subordinate to the tabular list, and uun- 
t^ns ^nonyms, or name!i of related diseases, which may be actually, 
or are supposed to be, causes of death, and which are in addition to 
those in the tabular list, and which are often found in phy»ciana' 
certificates of death. Tliese will all have a place, in alphabetical 
oi-der, in Table 18, and will lio variously grouped under different 
heads in Table IS, as the figiu'e which precedes each cause in the 
snpplemental list will correspond with iJic ligm'c of the head iu the 
tabular lift under which that cause is placed. 

"Taksn ItfgBlj (mm tlie lUt prapuwl by lb» SM1« Il< 
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CLASSES, 



J. Gonoral Diseaees, — A. Specific and febrile. (Zymotjc.} 

n. General Diseases. — B. Cachectic. (ConatdtatioDal.) 

m. Special Diseases. — A, Fuuctiooal or organic. (Local.) 

rv. Special Diseases. — B. Develq] mental. (Developmental.} 

V. Violent Deaths. — From injuries. (Violence.) 

SUB-GROUPS OK ORDERS. 
Class I. — Zymotic Diseasbs. 

Order two, £nthetic. Order three, Dietic. 

Class £I. —Constitutional Diseases. 
Order one. Diathetic. Order two, Tubercular. 
Class m. — Local Diseases. 
Order one, Diseases of the Nervous System. Order two, Organs 
of Circulation. Order thi'ee, Organs of Respiration. Order four, 
Organs of Digestion, Order five, Urinary Organs. Order six, Re- 
productive Organs. Order seven, Osseous and Locomotorj Organs. 
Order eight, Integumentary System. 

Class IV.— Developmental Diseases. 
Order one, Of Children. Order two, Of Women, Order three. 
Of Old Age. Order four, Of Nutrition. 

Class V. — Violent Deaths. 
Order one. Accidents and Negligence. Order two. Homicide. 
Order three. Suicide. 
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Class I.— ZtMOTic Dissases. 


TAHDl^B IJST. 


SPPi-LEllKNTAL LIST. 




SpnoHymt or Xrlaint Diieaitt. 


Ordf.k Osk. — Miasmajic. 


Oni>KR Ox-E.- Miasmatic. 




I. Ouo,-l. Anthnx. 


2. Cholera, Asiatic. 


Gaugvonopslioa 
4. Entero^olllls, llnruQ. 


3. Cholem, sporadic. 


Gaalro«nIerlUB. j ille. 


4. Cholera inftuitum. 


"^ §"?"?■ «'''«™"^- 


3. Cholera morbos. 




6. Croup (pseudomem- 




branous). 
7. Diphtheria. 


IS. IntOotlla raver. 

Typhos fever. 
•Xt. Rotheln. 


8. DinrrhiBa. 


ai. PiiroUtW. 


9. Dysentery. 


2*. Cliild-bBdrevBr. 
•a. S^ooplDB cougb. 


10. Erysipelas. 

11. Fever, bilious. 

12. Fever, eerebro-spi- 


ffl! K'a^let' fever. 
Angina maligna. 


nal. 


"■ £^fp^/''-p<"- 


13. Fever. iBteiimttent. 


Milinria. 


H. Fever, malarial. 




15. Fever, typhoid. 




16. Fever, ^pho-mala- 

rinl. 

17. Fever, unspecified, 

18. Fever, yellow. 


^H 


^H 




19. Influenza (epi- 




dKiniiO. 


^1 


■20. Meaxles. 




21. Mumpa. 




22. Metrift (puerperal 


^1 


fever). 




23. Fertussia. 




24. Tonaililis. 




25. Scarlatina. 




27. Varicella. 




^^1 


Order Two. — Esthetic. 


Ohber Two. — Entdetic. '^^^^B 


1. Two. — 1. Glanders. 


I. Tvo.— 3. StrloKireoftlio tiiotlira. H 


2. Gonorrhea. 




3. Hydrophobia. 

4. Malignant pustule. 


D. .Vecuila. ■ 




6. Septic«niia, 




6. SyphUiB. 


1 


M 



CLAes I. — Ztmotic D18EASX8 — CorOimied. 



HCPFLEKEHTAL LIST, 



ORDKB ThhKK. — DlKTIC. 

Thi-ee. — 1. Alcoholism. 

3. Delirium trcmenfi. 

3. Inanitiun. 

4. Puqiuraiuidsourvf. 



Order Fouk. — Parasitic. 

Four.— 1. Aplliic. 



- ] . Aplli 
2. Won 
S. Otlier parasiles. 



Ohder Three. — Dktic. 



SUrriitlon. 
Scgloet. 



Ordeh Fol'k. — Parasitic. 

Four. — 1. TUruab. 

Trfchtaniiais. 
3. ScHbl»s. 
QyilalldH. 
Forrlgo, Iftviis. ots. 



Class II. — Constitctiowal Diseases. 



Obdeb One. — Diathetic. 






^'^ 




ri. 


One. 


-- Auasaren 


2. Dropsy, 

3. Anaimia. 

4. Cancer, various. 

5. Cancer of breast. 






B. LoQcocj-Uiitmla. 

Olber kinds Of cancer. 


7. Cancer of nterus. 

8. Nonia(oankei). 

9. SlattificatioD. 






10. KliBumdliooardias. 
Rheiiinalic synovitis. 


10. Rlioumatism 






OllKEli TM'U..-Tt]|lEI(CIILAR. 








n. Tivo. — 1, Scrofula. 


11. 


Two 


-1. P»OM (lumbar) ftbKMsa. 


2. Tabes mesenteriea. 

3. Plitiiisis (pulmo- 






CroMnlam (goitre). 


naiy) . 

4. Hydrocephalus. 

5. Tubercular menin- 






Morbus ooiarliis. 
Pott's <lliie&s«. 
3. Tuberoular perltonlUs. 


gitis. 
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Class III, — Local Dmeasm. H 


TABrLAR LWT. 


,upi-,.E.E»TAi mr. ^ 


Okdeb One, — Nervoub System. 


■ 


m. One. — 1. Cephalitis. 


UL Uiie.-L Pbronltls. ^H 

.. SrT """■•"■ 1 

FriBbt. ■ 


2. Cerebrida. 
.1. Apoplexy. 
4. Pamlj-ffls. 


6. ItiBunity. 


GH%I. ■ 


B. Cboreu. 


Mel&iiDbolia, ■ 


7. Epilepsy. 


K""'" ■ 


8, Tcfcuius. 


.. 8Sf.«r. ■ 


fl. Convulsions. 
10. Brain iliseascs.' 


•issr- 1 




NcuraBtbenla. 






Dlaeosc of Bplokl cord. 




Necrencephalna (mmoUts- 




aement). 






Okdkb Twii. — CmcLLATOKT Sva- 




TEU. 




ni. Two.— 1. PericanlitiB. 


ni, TW0,-I. CBraills. 


a. Aneurism. 

;). Heart diseases.* 


EodocBrditlB. 




Angliia peotoTifl, ^1 




g?e°S?lt, 1 












p'lropeHMnlliun. ^H 




Embolus, ^^H 






OKDERTHREr.. — Resi-iratort Sys- 


^1 


tem. 


^M 


m. Three.- 1. EpisUxis. 


UL Tluee.— 3. (Edcmn KlDtUdls. ^^H 


2. Lar7n_gia8. 


PtieitmDChonix. ^^^| 


4. Bronchitis,chroDio. 

5. PleuriBj. 


Ujilrothorai. ^^H 
S, PulraonuT apoplexy. ^^H 


H^moptyBiB.^ H 


fi. Paeuiuonia. 

7. Astbrna, 


8. Lung diseases.* 


En.,.by«om,. ■ 


Order Fodb. — Digestive System. 


I 


in. Four.— 1. Gastritis. 




2. Eoteritis. 

3. Peritonitis, 


f'b°S».. ^ 


4. Ascites. 


'SSSSS'-ISK: 




]]^_^ 
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H Oi-Ass m. — Local DisBA8ES—G3«/iRi»ed. B 


B ,A»»U« l,^. 


SDPn.KMEHTAL LIST. 


' OBDKH FoCR. — DlGE8TrVE ST8- 








5. Ulceration of intes- 




Unes. 


a. Conge nlUil. 


6. Hernia. 




7. Ileus. 

8. IntuasusceptJou. 


Scrotal. 

Umbilical. 


9. StricUire of intes- 


7. Constiiiatlon. 




ObBUpBtlon. 


10. Fistula. 


PcrltvpUUtU. 
9. Striol oe»ophagn8. 


11. Stomach diaeasM* 
13. Pancrtaa diseases.* 


18. Hepatitis. 




H. Jaundice. 




15. Liver diseases' 


11. Gall-stones. 


16. Spleen dUeases.* 


IB. CirrhosU. 


17. Bowel diseases.' 




Ordeb Fivk. — Urihary System. 




in. Five. — 1. Nephritie. 
8. lachuria. 


1 scir '■ 


3. Nephria (Bright'9 


Brauialutia. 


disease). 


LTrwnilii. 


4. Diabetes. 




5. Caicuius (gravel. 




1 6. Cysd'tis. 




1 7. Proatate.disease of . 




r 8. Kidney diseases.* 




9. Blailder, diseases 




of.' 




10. Testicles.ilifleaaeof, 




OUDKH Six — GESEiiATrTE Svstem. 




rauLB. 




Ill Six 1. Orariaii dropsy. 


Ul. SlA.-I. JjJ,^J'^^|",j'g'"™^,'^.jyg 

Uturine men. 


3. Diseases of uterus.' 




i;o|,_^,,,st;n.„.r. 




Pelvic oeUuUCU. 
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Class III. —Local Diseases— Con/inu^d. 


TABULAR LIST. 


.UPPL^lSTAl UT. 


OsDEB Seven. — Osseous ani> Lo- 




cOMOTfiHr System. 




in. Seven. — I. Bones, diseases of, 


111. SoreHi — LOalltlB. 


2. Joint diseases.* 


Fi-ulUtoa oBBlam. 


;i. Vertebrte, diaeases 


of. 




Carles, necTOalH. 




ESOSlOBlS. 




3. STnovlllB. 

Hip dlseaw.! 
S. Spine dUeaw. 








Spine, curias and necro. 
Bta. 


H Order Eight. — Integdmentaby 


H System. 


J 


H m. Eight. — 1. Pblegmon.f 
■ ^2. Ulce?. 


ni. Eight. — 1. AbsceBs, part □□! Btateil. ■ 


K 3. Skin diseases.' 


a. |oBe^^^ ^1 












Herpes. ^H 




PeniphlBiis. ^H 




EtMb}-m&. ^^H 




Impollgo. ^^ 




FBorliulfi, elo. ■ 






^^m Order Nine. — Organs ok Special 


olc). 


^H Sense. 




^H m. Nine.- 1. Malignusoculi. 
^H 2. Oph£almitis. 






^H S. OsaiB petrosis. 




^H 4. Otitis. 




^H Class IT. — Detblopmektal Diseases, 


^H Order One.- Develofmestal 




^^V DlSEAeES OF Childrek. 




^H IV. One.— 1. Still-bom. 


IV. 0118.-2. Asthenia. 


^H S. Bebilil;. iafimtile. 


0. Anua ImporTomtiM, 


^^H 3. Debility, premature 


wi^r'""'' 


^H birth. 
^^H 4. Cyanosis. 




^B 5. Spina bifida. 




^^H •XMMbiriFlHiilwl. |BHCU»l,Oid>TO»-tO,iap. tBHCIu>II.OrteTwd-l,a«T. 



1S2 AFPEHDIX. ^H 


Cj-abs IV. — Develophxhtai. Uiseabes— Coniinued. ^H 


TABCUIB LIST. 


supplemental list. ^H 


Order One. — Developmentai. 


^H 


Diseases OF Cini.DREN— Conlinued. 


^^1 


6. Other raalfomm- 


^^H 


tlons. 




7. Teetiing. 


^^^^^^H 


8. InnutriUon. 


^^^^^H 


Order T«-o. — Developjjentai. 


^^^^^H 


Diseases of Women. 


^^^^^^B 


IT. Two— 1. Pai-amenia. 




2. Childbirth.' 


CUmaoleiia. ^H 








i. Mlscarrlftge. ■ 




Abortion. ■ 




Puerpenlmuila. 




Pnerpersi conToMoiu. 




PhlBgmaslftdolBiiB. 




Eim.uter&e ftetaUon. 


















Derormadpelvli;™™* 


Order Three. — Developmental 


M.,„marTab.os^^« 


Diseases of Old People. 




IV. Three.— 1. Old a^. 


^^^^^H 


Order Foct*. — Diseases of Nctri- 


^^^^^H 


■noN. Adoi.^scent asd Adclt. 


^H 


IV. Four. — 1. Atrophy. 
2. DebiHty. 


.a-^r^- H 




Bxbaiutlon. ^^| 


Class v. — Violent Deaths. ^^| 


Orues One- — Accidknt or Neg- 


■ 


ligence. 




V. One.— I. Fractures and con- 


V. One. — L BAllroail aiiO oUier acct^^l 


tusions. 
2. Wounds, unspeci- 


a. LOOI Bt sen. ^H 
& Aaplij-ila. ^^H 


fied. 




8. Burns anil scalds. 


'- So?d'^'i;s^. ■ 


4. Poison. 


Frozen. ^^H 


6. Drowning. 


Hest. ^^H 


6. Suffocation. 


SuWioperUlOD. ^H 


7. Various. 


■ 
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FHYBICUITS' CERTIFICATES OF DEATH. 



Class V. — Vio 



r Deaths — CmUintud. 
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TABCLAB UST. 

Ordeb Two. — HosncroE. 
Order Three. — Siicide. 
Three. — 1. Wounila. unspeci- 
fied. 
Wounds, pistol < 

gunshot, 
Wounds, knife. 

2. Poison. 

3. Drowning. 
i. Uaijgiu^. 
5. Otlierwise.* 

Order Foch. — Various. 
Four. — 1. Unijlassified. 

2. Cansenotspecilied. 



SOri-LEUENTAL UfiT. 



CONCERNING PHYSICIANS' CERTIFICATES OF DEATH. 

It should be the endeavor to specif the causes of death as definitely 
and correctly as possible. It is not unusual to find a return of death 
with the ph_rsician''B certificate naming the cause of death "Pa- 
ralysis," ''Paraplegia," "Fits," "Convulsions," "Dropsy," etc., which 
are merely secondary or consecuUve causes, simply symptoms only, 
or results of some organic lesion or pathological derangement. 
Sometimes die alleged cause is really the final cause, as in a 
case of termination of life by paralysis, but the cause given as 
paralysis is not the determining cause. Apoplexy, or some lesion 
of tbe nervous centers, must be the original and determining c 
of paralysis, paraplegia, hemiplegia, etc., and tlie detcnuiutng 
cause should be stated as the primary in the return or certificate. 

ConvulaioDs are the symptoms or results of some antecedent or 
concurrent disease. They follow meningitis and other structui'a] 
lesions of the nervous centers ; they also occur from reflex derange- 
ment or disturbance of the nervous centers, as, in children, from 
intestinal irritation, or from inflammation, as in gastritis, enteritis, 
nephritis, etc. In such cases they may be contributory 1o deatli, 
and perhaps, in rare instances, a final cause, by inducing or taking 
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the form ol' tonic or tetanic spasm. But as contributoiY, or tu 
filial cause, they are simpl; eancomitant, and are not unfrcquentlf 
manifestations of the deeperute efforts of expiring vitAlity to regain 
orig^at and nonual control. They should find pLac« as secondary 
causes only in certificateti of death. 

"tits "is too nn meaning a term to be used in any case. The 
word in a medieal ^ense literally means an atta<.'k. an occtirrcn 
or succession of attacks of some physical or mental disturbance. 
as "fita of sickness," " fits of melancholy." ele., and is not properly 
nsaU as synonyraons with convulsions from any cause. It would 
be just as seiiaible to attribute a death to an "occurrence" or a 
" attack " OS a cause, as to ■' fits," ivitfaout other qualification. 

" Dropsy "' and " ascites '■ have been allowed to stand as deter- 
mining causes of death because of eiitended use, and because of 
the obscmity nitli which their cnusec iu rare instances are involved. 
We can scai-ccly conceive of a dropsical accumulaljon without aste- 
cedeot organic or fimctional disorder, derangement of Uie absorbent 
or secretoiy system, or depravation of the blood. Theyareleft intbB 
tabular list with not a little reluctance. Paralysis is also left in 
the tabular list for alike reason, and »ilh the same doubt of pro- 

" InQammnlion " doe^ not in any way define the cause at deUli. 
The organ or organs nlTeoted ahouM be mentioned, or else Oia 
deatlt must remain uuclaasified. 

"Hemorrhage" is sometimes returned as a cause, but unless 
accompanied by a further statement no inference can lie drawu as 
tfl the real (.■ause of death. The suicide who cuts liia throat fre- 
quently dies of hemorrhage ; sometimes the patient with tjrphoid 
fever succumbs from the same cause, yet to report " hemorrhage " 
as the cause of death would leave the actual cause in obscurity. 

It may be suggested that it is sometimes diflicutt, and oocssion- 
ally impossible, to ascertain positively the chief or leading cause 
of death. The physician last in attendance may find several func- 
tional or stnictura! diseases, the morbid conditions multiple and 
complex, au4l not only the initial derangement, but the succeseion 
of morbid processes — proximate, consecutive, and ultimate — ine: 
trioably entangled and lost to discovery. 

The caix-ful diagnostidan will, however, even then be able i 
e llie probable leading cause, but. whether or not, he will be 
able at least to ascertain the most prominent and controlling leMOti 
or ftmeUonal derangement then existing, and which luay reasonably- 
be accepted as the primary cause of deatli, 
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The pvecediiig remark applies very properly to cases of adventi- 
tious diseases wbii.'ii prove fatal, when occurring in indiTidnals 
already Buffering from aome chroDic disease of slower progress, as 
when fatal dysenteiy attacks a consumptive person, or one having 
chronic nephritis dies from pneumonia. The acute disease oocoiriDg 
independently of the chronic disease is the chief cause of deatb, 
although the fatal event may have been made more sure by the ex- 
istence of the anlecedent disease, and although the antecedent di's- 

«e would have ultimately caused death. 

In attributing death to scrofula, tuberculosis, tumor, canuer, ab- 
■oess, and other generic terms as causes, the organic slnicture or 
locality where the disease is developed sbould always be ^ven, oth- 
srwise such terms are very indefinite, and discredit the acquirements 
'Of the certifying physician. 

The objects desired in presenting the preceding nomenclature of 
causes of death, and the suggesljons following, are to subserve the 
purpose of greater uniformity in the use of nosoiogical terms, and 
to promote the accoinpUshinent of entire deliniteness, accuracy, and 
oompletenesB in the physicians' ceriiKcates of causes of death. 



THE NEW HAMPSHIRE REGISTRATION LAW. 



An Act t-ijB the Better Registration t 
AND Deaths. 



BiKTiis, Marriages, 



f SrprcsetUatiV' 



I General 



Section 1. Tbe secretary of ihe State Boai-d of Health shall be 
the registrar of vital Etatistics for the State, and shall furuish to 
sextons, to clergjinea, and others authorized to marry, to physjuians, 
town-olerks. and olerka of tbe society of Friends, a copy of this 
act, and snttable blanks for recordirg births, marriage!, aad deaths, 
30 printed with appropriat« headings as readily to show the follow- 
ing facta and such others as may be deemed necessary to secure an 
accurate registration : 

I, The record of a birth shall state its date and place of occur- 
rence, full Christian and surname (if named), color and sei of child, 
whether living or Btill-bom, and the full Christian anil surnames, 
color, occupation, residence, and birthplace of parents. 

II. The record of a mairiage shall state its dale and place of 
occurrence, the name, residence, and official character of the person 
by whom solemnized, the full Christian and surnatnes of the parties, 
the age, color, occupation, and residence of each, the condition 
{whether single or widowed), whether first, second, or other mar- 
riage ; and the full Christian and surnames, residence, color, occu- 
pation, and birthplace of their parents. 

ni. The record of a death shall state its date, tbe full Christian 
and surname of the deceased, Ihe sex, coior. condition (whether 
single or married), age, occupatian. place of birth, place of death, 
the full Christian and surnames and birthplaces of parents, and the 
disease or cause of death. 

Sect. 2. The attending physician, accoucheor, midwife, or other 
person in charge, who shall attend, assist, or advise at the birth of 
any child, living or still-bom, within tlie limits of any town or city 
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in this State, shall report b> the clerk of such town, withi 
days thereafter, all the facts regardiDg such birth, aa is 
in section one of this act. 

Sect. 3. Every person authorized to unite persona in marriagsj 
sitall make a record of every marriage solemnixed before him, in 
conformity with the rcquiriliona preseribed for blank records of' 
moniages in se(.*tion one of this act, and shall wtlhin sis days tlior»-' 
after deliver or forward to the elerk of the town in which the 1na^ 
riage intention was recorded a copy of such record of maniage. 

Sect, 4. IVTienever any person shall die, or any still-hora child 
shall be brought forth in this State, the physician attending at sucb 
bringing forth, or last sickness, shall fill out and deliver to the 
undertaker, tewn-olerk, or other person superintending the burial 
of said deceased person, a certificate, duly signed, setting forth, as 
far as may be, tlie facts required in the record of a death, according 
to section one of this act ; and it shall be the duty of the undertaker, 
or other person having charge of the burial of said deceased {>erson. 
to add to said certificate tiie date and place of burial, and hnraig 
duly signed the same, to forward it to the clerk of the town or dtjr, 
and obtain a permit for burial ; and in cose of any contegit 
infections disease, said certificate shall be made and forwarded' 
immediately. 

Sect. S. In the case of any deceased person not having had the 
attendance of a physician in his or her last sickness, the town- 
clerk may issue and sign the certificate of death, uiion presentation 
of such facts as may be obtained of relatives, persons in attendance 
upon said deceased person during said last sickness or present at 
the time of death, and the permit for burial shall be issued upon 
such information. 

Sect. (>. No interment or dtsintenuent of the dead body of any 
human l>eing, or disposition thereof in any temb, vault, or cemetery, 
shall be made without a permit as aforesaid, nor otherwise than in 
accordance with such permit. No undertaker or other person 
assist in, assent to, or allow any such intennent or disinterment 
be made, until such permit has been given as aforesiud; and 
shall be the duty of every undertaker or oUier person having 
of any burial place as aforesaid, who shall receive snch 
to preserve and return the same lo the clerk of the town vrilhin 
dajs after tlie day of Imrial. 

Sect 7 The tonn-clerk may appoint suitulile and propMjr persona, 
not exceeding ino in number in any tovrn. as sub-registrars, who 
shall be authorized to issue burial permits based upon 
certiflcate, as hereinbefore provided, in Ih 
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. required of the town-clerk ; and tlie aud recoixl of dualli upon which 
the permit is issued shsll be forwarded to tbe town-cloi'k within 
ail days after receiving the same, and all permila by wbomsoeTer 
issued shall be returned to the town-clerk, as required by section 
seven of this act. The appointment of sub-registrars shall be made 
with reference to locality, so as !□ best <:onveuience the inhabitants 
of the town. 

Sect. 8. The clerk of every town shall keep a chronological 
reeord of all births, niaiiiages. and deaths rejKirled to him, and 
shall annually, in the month of January, transmit a copy of the 
record of all births, marringes, and deaths occurring dnring the year 
ending December 31st next preceding such said rejiort, to the 
state registrar, together with the names, residences, and official 
stations of ail such persons as have neglected to make reiarns to 
him in relation to the subject-matters of such records, which the 
law required them to make. 

Sect. 9. The state registrar shall cause the returns made to him 
in pursuance of the preceding section to be arranged, alphabetjo 
indexes of all the names contained therein to be made, and the 
whole bound in convenient volumes aud cai'efully preserved 
in hie oflice. He shall annually make and publish a general 
abstract and report of the returns of the preceding year in such a 
form as will render them of practical utility, not more tlian one 
thousand copies of which shall be printed, one copy of which shall 
be forwarded to every totvn, one copy to each senator and repre- 

mtaljve, one copy to each State and Territory in the Union, and the 
to such departments, libraries, and persona as the state 

gistrar shall direct. 

Sect. 10. The town-clerk's record of any birth, marriage, or 
I, or a duly certified copy thereof, shall Ym prima-facie evidence 

t nich birth, marriage, or death, in any judicial proceeding. 

Sect. 11. If any person shall willfully neglect or refuse to per- 
form any duty imposed upon him by the provisions of this act, he 
shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars for each offence, 
for the use of the town in which the offence occurred, and it shall 
be the duly of the Btat« registrar to enforce this section as far as 
comes within his power. 

, bECT. 12. The fees of physicians for making returns of each birth 
and death, as herein provided, shall be the same ns are now in force ; 
and the clerk of each city and town shall be paid by such city or 
town for receiving, recording, and returning the facta required to 
be recorded by this act, tJie sum of fift«en cents for each birth, 
■* jBiarriage, and death. 



160 



APPENDIX. 



Sect. 13. This act shall take efleut and be in force on ftn<t after ] 
the first day of Jajiimrj, 1884 ; and all acts and parts of acts iocoo- J 
sistent with this act are hereby repealed. 

[Ajipi-oved Septcmbur 7, 18MJ.] 

An Act Pboviding fou a Report of the NraiBEH and CArsEfl ] 

OF Divorces. 
Be il ertacled by the Senate and House of Rejyreaentativts in Oeni 

Court amvericd -■ 

Section 1. That the clerks of the supreme court shall, at the 
close of each term in their respective counties at which divorces uc 
granted, make return to the registrar of vital statislics of the ntun- 
ber of divorces decreed at that term, the causes thereof, the sex of 
the libellant, and the day of the decree. 

Sect. 2. That it shall be the dnl; of the vegislrar of vital statis- 
tics to consolidate said retiu-ns, and publish tiiem with his rep<nt of 
births, marriages, and deaths. 

Sect. 3. That chapter IS of the Session Laws of 1881 be i 
hereby is repealed. 

Sect. i. That this ant shall take effect upon its passage. 

[Approved July 5». ISfi.^.] 



An Act i 



; Bltteb pREaERVATiON ani 
Local Vitai, Statistics. 



Pl'«mcation of I 



Be U enacted by tM Bcnati' and Bnuse of Seprcscntatii'' 

Court eonvKMd : 

Section I. It shall be the duty of the clerks of towns aod citieB \ 
to funiish a transcript of the record of liirths, marriages, i 
for each year, seasonably, to the proper municipal officers, for pub- I 
lication in the annual reports. The period to be annually covered , 
by sucli transcripts and publication shall be flsed by reguJalioii pr^ 
scribed by the registrar of vital statistics for tlie State. Every 
printed annual town or city report shall contain a full and exBot 
copy of such transcript for the toivn or city to which il 

[Approved October 0, 1887.] 
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